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Discover in this Guide:

When travelling in Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania, you are invited to visit military
heritage sites that trace the period from the outbreak of the First World Warin 1914,
the founding of the independent states of Latvia and Estonia and the restoration
of independence in Lithuania after the end of the First World War in 1918, to the
present day.

Military heritage sites included in this guide: museums, fortresses, military equipment,
trails, bunkers, battle sites, military towns, infrastructure, and memorial sites.

The offer includes not only sightseeing but also guided tours, hikes to the sites of
military events, meals, and other experiences. Multiple-day routes for visiting military
heritage sites are recommended.

The guide is accompanied by an overview map, where 242 military heritage sites
in Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia are indicated, including descriptions of

113 sites in Lithuania and southern Latvia, as well as 10 touring routes.
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This publication has been produced as part of the

project “Extending the Baltic military heritage tourism

product in Lithuania and South Latvia”, which is co-

Co-funded by funded by the European Union under the Inferreg
H VI-A Latvia-Lithuania Programme 2021-2027. Its

the E u roDean U nion contents are the sole responsibility of Latvian Country
Tourism Association “Lauku celotdjs”, Zemgale

= = A planning region, Lithuanian countryside tourism
Latvia - L|th uania association, Zemaitija National Park directorate,
and Latgale region Tourism association and do not

necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.
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HISTORICAL PERIODS

Each military heritage site that is included in this guide is linked to one or
more of the historical periods indicated next to the site description.

PERIOD

World War |
1914-1918

Latvian Riflemen in gas masks on the Riga front, 1916. 1918. At the end of the First World War,

Photo: Christmas Battle Museum.

PERIOD

1918-1920

2nd Company of the 6th Infantry Regiment in battles against
the Bermontians and Bolsheviks, 1919-1921.
Photo: Kédainiai Regional Museum s

PERIOD

Independence of
the Baltic States
1920-1940

6th Battery of the Latgale Artillery Regiment at the
training range. 1930s.
Photo: Collection of J&kabpils History Museum mmm

Wars of Independence %

Even before the establishment of the Estonian and Latvian states
and the restoration of Lithuanian independence, Latvian, Esto-
nian and Lithuanian soldiers fought in the First World War as part
of the Imperial Russian Army against the Imperial German Army.
In 1915, Latvian Riflemen Battalions
were formed for the defence of their
country and in the hope of gaining
greater autonomy within the Russian
Empire. When the Bolshevik Revolu- -
tfion occurred in Russia in 1917 and the
First World War came fo an armistice,
Estonians had already begun to form
national army units. Lithuania estab-
lished its national army in November

the three Baltic states declared their
independence.

World War | Exposition in Turmantas s

The Baltic states defended their independ-
ence in battles against several military forces
and political ambitions — German claims to
the territories of Latvia and Estonia, Baltic Ger-
man attempts fo create a Baltic state, Soviet
Russian objectives to annex the Baltic territo-
ries fo the Soviet Union, and the efforts of for-
mer Imperial Russian Army officers to defeat
the Bolsheviks and regain the Baltic provinces
for Russia. In the meantime, the Lithuanian
Army was fighting against Soviet Russia, volun-
tary Russian-German military formations and
the Polish Armed Forces.

Bauska Freedom Monument

After the end of hostilities, the Baltic states began to recover from the
devastation of war and build new state institutions and identities. War
refugees were returning, agrarian
reform was carried out, and industry,
infrastructure and exports were rebuilt M
and developed. Free and democratic [i_
elections were held, and new constitu-# {8
fions and legislation were drafted on
the model of European democracies.
Education, literature and culture flour-
ished. National armies and paramili-
tary forces developed. Although non-
democratic regimes came to power
in all three countries in the mid-1930s,

most civil liberties remained. The main exhibition of the Treasure House of the Free State
of Latvia contains the second and third class Order of
Lacplésis, and its miniatures; in the image - the recipient of
the Order of La&plésis, General Janis Balodis




PERIOD

At the outbreak of World War II, the Baltic states declared neu-
World War li trality. The Soviet Union and Nazi Germany mutually agreed on
1939-1945 the spheres of influence of the
two totalitarian regimes, and
soon after that, the Soviet Un-
ion occupied the Baltic states.
In 1941, the Nazis expelled So-
viet froops, but they returned in
1944, Many Latvian, Lithuanian
and Estonian men were forced
to fight on both sides.

Three prisoners of the Stalag 347 POW camp in Rézekne. 1. - R.
Asjakajevs, 2. - A. Spiridonovs, 3. - A. Arakéejevs. Photo: Archives
of Latgale Culture and History Museum. e

“Memel-Nord"” Coastal Artillery Battery s

PERIOD

National Partisan When the Soviet occupation began, many men refused to co-
operate with the occupying regime, went into the forest and
Movement - Forest continued to resist, hoping that the Western countries would
Brothers 1944—~1957 not permit a second occupation and that the Soviet era
would soon come
fo an end. Some,
who served in the
German or Finnish g
armed forces, had g
to hide for fear of
repressions. Armed
clashes continued

throughout the
Jonas Zemaitis (Vytautas) with partisans, 1950s. 1950s.
Photo: Vytautas the Great War Museum  mmm
National partisan headquarters in the nature reserve
“Stompaki Swamp""
PERIOD
Soviet Occupaﬁon and For decades during the Cold War, the Baltic states were on the
border between opposite sides. Large Soviet armies, airports,
the Cold War military ports, and nuclear R
1945-1991 bases were stationed in

Latvia, Lithuania and
Estonia. The Iron Curtain
separated people from the
rest of the world. Latviq,
Lithuania and Estonia
regained their independ-
ence in 1990 and 1991,
hastening the collapse of
the Soviet Union.

Military barge MBCC-136150 in the Port of

Liepdja, 1961.
Photo: Lithuanian Special Archives Cold War Exposition i

Restored Independence from 1991

The withdrawal of the occupying army had been
achieved by 1995. Latvia, Lithuania and
Estonia overcame the consequenc-
es of occupation, rebuilt suspended
state institutions, and created new
ones. All three countries have be-
come members of the EU and NATO.

M52 “STduvis" mine countermeasures ship — museum === Military parade in Riga



SYMBOLS

You can find each military
heritage site on the map by

the number assigned fo it.

Each military heritage site contains a descrip-
fion and contact information. The descrip-
tion section indicates the location, historical
context, brief information on what visitors will
see and what additional services are availa-
ble (e.g. guided tours, meals, overnight stays,

etc.). The contact information section con-

tains the address of the site, GPS coordinates,

web address and phone number.
For many sites that can be seen in the coun-
fryside, such as battle and memorial sites, for-

mer military buildings, the telephone number

does not exist and therefore cannot be listed.

At some military heritage sites, external infor-
mation stands may be viewable at any fime.
We recommend that you contact each

venue in advance to learn about its opening

hours and the services that they provide.

42 Distance from the capital city
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Information in Latvian
Information in Lithuanian
Information in Russian
Information in English
Information in German
Road sign leading to site available

Site can be visited individually

Site can be visited in organized
groups

Accommodation available
Catering available

Limited visiting hours

Book visit in advance
Parking available

Resting place available
WiFi available

Hard to find site

Toilet

Guide available

Souvenirs available
Entrance fee

Activities available

Special borderland pass required
Only accessible by ferry

Undeveloped tourist site

www.militaryheritagetourism.info



MILITARY HERITAGE

SITES IN THE
NORTHERN PART -
ESTONIA

The sites of the northern part can be found at
www.militaryheritagetourism.info

=

Nr. Site
1 Hara Harbor and Submarine 23 Raiway and Communications 44 Monument of General Johan
base Museum in Haapsalu Laidoner
2 Aegnalsland 24 Coastal Battery No 42, Radar 45 Tartu Anfi-Tank Line — Jalaka Line
Station and Lighthouse at Ristna :
3 Naissaar 46 Place of Birth of General Johan
25  Orjaku Military Harbour Laidoner
Estonian War Museum - General . -~
4 Laidoner Museum 2% Pargupdhia Forest Brothers' 47 Estonian Aviation Museum
Estonia's Victims of Communism HUEr
B \iconial o7 Memorial for the Great Escape 48 Saaremaa Museum
in Puise
6 Seaplane Harbour _ B 49 Lope-Kaimri Anti-Tank Line
28 Jogewa Military Museum
. 50 War of Independence
7 Patarei Naval Forfress 29 130-mm Coastal Battery No 44 Monument for Petserimaa
. af Tohwri (Hindu) 51 Vérska Visitor Centre and
B8 KGB Prison Cells 39 120-mm Coastal Battery No 34 Northern Camp
War of Independence Victory Al RIREL e .
¥ Column a1 WWIDefense Ditches ot Vaike 52 Maantee Miliary Base
10 Vabamu Museum of Vain Straif 53 Stebel Coastal Battery No 315,
Occupations and Freedom An Exhibition-Installation about Command Post
32 the Landing That Did Not Take Coastal Battery No 43 at Sérve
11 Defence Forces Cemetery Place 54 Seler
Vaivara Sinimégede Museum o : = o
12 and Battlefield Memorial 33 Panga Military Trail 55 Sorve Military Museum
Paldiski - Former Closed Soviet Military Equipment Museum of
13 fown 34 Saaremaa 56 Saafse Museum
Klooga Concentration Camp Museum-room of the Finnish . "
14 nd Holocaust Memoridl 35 Boys - Bsisuee el
15 Osmussaar 36 Eé’f\(/)gslcsjgol\r/(\suseum Rielhwery i 58 Vana-Véromaa Museum
16 Kadia and Rohu Missile Bases B oo avaiRade or 59 Monument of Paju Batflefield
17 [%2&‘;235200“0' Batteries and 38 Raadi Military Airfield 60 Ruhnu Lighthouse
.. .. Monument to Proclaiming the Valga Military Museum-Theme
188 Hiumaa Military Museum 39 Independence of the Republic Il Park
Memorial to the People of of Estonia 62 Memorial for Forest Brothers at
19 Hiilumaa Who Fell During World 40 \arofindependence Vastselina
War ll Monument in P&rnu e
. ” Metsavenna Farm in Vérumaa
20 Vormsi War of Independence 41 Museum of the Estonian Military
Monument Academy
Memorial to People Deported
21 from Western Estonia el KGB Cells Museum
22 Memorial to the Avinurme Battle 43 Museum of Viljandi




MILITARY HERITAGE
SITES IN THE
NORTHERN
PART - LATVIA

The sites of the northern part can be found at
www.militaryheritagetourism.info

Nr. Site
64 Monument “Talavas tauretgjs” Exhibitions of the Césis History 103 Riga Ghetto and Latvian
(“The Bugler of Talava”) 75 and Art Museum in the New Holocaust Museum
Castle
Underground Military Bunkers in 104 Rica Aviation M
65 Vaka 76 Rubenis Baftalion Museum 04 Riga Aviation Museum
66 Eé?\i/ki)cijf’ksalr%é\é%légc_igrf;é:”mdle of 77  Rubenis Battalion Bunker and 105 Bronislava Martuzeva Museum
Combat Sites
Ventspils Infernational Radio . . Latvian Riflemen's Dugouts and
= Astronomy Centre 78 Secret Soviet Bunker in Ligatne 106 1icnchesin Tireli
48 sgﬁ%é'fn of Soviet Military 79 Bicycle Museum in Saulkrasti 107 Salaspils Memorial
g9 Memoricl Sites of the Batflesof 80 Mezalbrall-National Parfisan = (o Cultural Heritage Centre "indz
Cesis (A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H) Manor
A: In Césis - Victory Monument to 82 Gulbene Railway Station 110 Museum of the Courland Pocket
69A Latvians and Estonians Fallen in Lo AT S U C SIS in Zante
2 [Eelils o G 83 in Litene 111 Death Island
B: In Césis - Monument to the 3 : _ N -
69B Soldiers of the Student Company 86 Qﬁfgﬁéﬂiﬁoﬁeﬁ?mﬁ&y Town 113 N\Te\;nonoll’rogolonrel O. Kalpaks
Fallen in the Battles of Césis; at Visagala Cemetery
C:In the vicinity of Césis - f '\useum of Battles in More 114 Olaine Museum of History and Art
69C Recreation Place “Meza kaujas”, . )
Egﬁffégre\é??#siﬁmg BCriédsge 88 Mangalsala Fortifications o Colonel O. Kalpaks Museum at
D: In Liepa - Monument to ‘rhe’ SR el e b Brihpiace Hiepsaics
69D Soldiers Fallen in the Battles of Resistance MovementinReNda 437 | estene Brothers' Cemetery
cesi: B Dougavgriva Fortress Memorial Wagon of Soviet
E: In Skangali - Memorial Stone g7 Piebalga Local History Exhibition 119 Deportations at Skrunda Train
ese 19 he Fariciantsofihe sattes ¥ nines
Battalion Fighters; g9 Latvian War of Independence 120 Colonel O. Kalpaks Museum and
E- I Priokull Parish - M - Memorial at Bumbu Hill Memorial Site "Airites”
: In Priekuli Parish - Memoria
Stone to the Soldiers Falleninthe 93  Brothers' Cemetery in Riga German War Cemetery at
69F  Battles of Casis at the Railway 127 saldus i
Bridge Across the River Rauna; 94 Spilve Airport
G: In Placis - Monument to the 131 Karosta Northern Forts
69G Liberators of Northern Latvia and 95 Monument to the Battle against
the Fallen in the Battles of Césis; Bermont's Army at Sudrabkalnind 4133 preqan of Karosta Fortifications
H: In Limbazi - Memorial Site 96 Comer House" - former USSR — .
69H for the Fallen Soldiers and First KGB Building 134 Soviet Air Force targetf Polygon in
Lieutenant Vilis Gelbe 97 Zonis Lipke Memorial Zvarde
70 Monument to the Soldiers of the 135 Karosta Northern Pier
il SgUbetel ey REgImEt 98 Freedom Monument in Riga
71 Mazbanitis Railway, Ventspils 136 Karosta Water Tower
Seaside Open-Air Museum 99  Latvian War Museum
Fire Control Tower of the 137 Karosta Prison
2 \B/gﬂfesslls “eili) Coesiel DeiEnee 100 1991 Barricades Museum
— - - - 138 Oskars Kalpaks Bridge in Karosta
Missile Base of the Soviet Army in Museum of the Occupation of
73 Zeltini 101 | ohvi :
0 arvia Ezere Cultural History and Local
74 Historic Exhibition "Burning 102 Aviation Museumn "Sky-Zoo" 150 Research Repository "Customs

Conscience"

House"




MILITARY HERITAGE
SITES IN THE
SOUTHERN
PART - LATVIA

Nr. Site Page

81 Private Exhibition “Abrene 8
Rooms”

National Partisan

84 Headquartersin the Nature 8
Reserve “Stompaki Swamp”
Exhibition “Northern Latgale

85 in the Fight for Freedom” at 8
the Balvi Regional Museum

109 Lozmetéjkalns (Machine Gun 9
Hill) in Tirelpurvs Bog

112 Christmas Battle Museum 9
World War Il Bunkers in

116 Malnava and Hitler's Visit 9
to the Headquarters of the
German Army Group North
Partisan Dugout Shelter of

118 Veseta and "White Cross” 10
Memorial Site

121 The Tower of Jelgava Holy 10
Trinity Church
Jelgava History and Art

122 Museum of G. Eliass 10

123 Monument fo the Liberators R
of Jelgava “Lacplesis”

A Memorial Dedicated

124 +to Siberian Mothers in the 11
“Garden of Destiny”

125 Exhibition "“Latvian Army in 1
Plavinas in the 20th Century”
“Soviet Years" Exhibition at

126 Aizkraukle Museum of History 12
and Art
Repository of Historical

128 Evidence in Lidumnieki 12
Freedom Monument in

129 lecava 13
Monument to the Defenders

130 of Jelgava 13

132 Tlle National Partisan Bunker 13

139 Eg\;ﬂe Collection *Family 14 158 Daugavpils Fortress 20
Ancupadni Memorial to the 159 Daugavpils Lead Shot 20
140 Victims of the Second World 14 Factory
War
; Private Collection of World
A Monument Dedicated .
141 1o the First Battle of Oskar 14 160 iarlferifage andLocal - 20
Kalpak's Battalion in Lielauce ry
= e i First World War Museum in
142 Jekabpils History Museum 15 161 Medumi 21
143 k/?fgole Culture and History 15 “Segvards Vientulis”, along
UsEiint the Memorial Trails of the
. . ,,, 234 |atgale National Partisan 21
Monument *Vienoti Latvijai” Leader — Priest Antons
144 (“United for Latvia”) or Mara 15 Juhnevics
of Latgale .
p Vilaka M 21
145 Treasure House of the Free 16 35 Vilaka Museum
State
146 Border Guard Museum 16
Memorial “Synagogue
147 Garden” 16
148 War Museum in Eleja 17
149 Bauska Freedom Monument 17
151 Viesite Freedom Monument 17
152 “Sélija” Museum in Viesite 18
“"Jazeps Basko — Gaisa
FOrmanis” (“Jazeps Basko —
153 Air Cabman”) Exhibition of 18
Preili Museum of History and
Applied Arts
Monument to National
154 Partisans in Jersika 18
155 Arendole Manor 19
WW2 — World War Il Exhibition
156 in Aglona 19
157 The Museum of Military 19

Vehicles in Svente




The Private exhibition “Abrene Rooms” is located in the
tfown of Vilaka, in a building with a diverse history. Ini-
fially, the building was located on the old Marienhausen
market square, later it housed apartments, offices and
various shops, and during World War Il, it was the Lat-
vian self-defence headquarters, the Gestapo and also
the Cheka. Several exhibitions reveal diverse events and
historical periods in the town of Vilaka and its nearest vi-
cinity covering the time period from 1920 to 1960 when
Vilaka was part of Jaunlatgale, later Abrene, district. The
exhibit features items from the national partisan camp in
Stompaki Swamp, which are related to the national par- 81

Privdie

Exhibition

fisan movement in the Latgale region. Documents and “Abrene Roomsu (X K X )

photos associated with the War of Independence are
also on display. The latest exhibition is dedicated to the
once-famous motocross track “Baltais briedis™.

T.+ 371 26446147

Tautas iela 1, Vilaka,
| Retro73@inbox.lv

Balvu nov., Latvija

OPS: 57.18402, 27.67327 latgale.travel/listing/privatkolekcija-

abrenes-istabas/

Z-EHILDEEAEMEEE

During World War Il, one of the largest national partisan camps
in the Baltic states was situated in Stompaki Swamp. Today, the
territory is included in the nature reserve “Stompaki swamp”.
The setftflement sites located on the islands in the swamp can be
reached via a marked footpath.

In early 1945, about 350 to 360 people, including 40 to 50 wom-
en, lived at the camp of National Partisans in Sfompaki Swamp.
The camp consisted of 24 residential bunkers — buildings that
were half-immersed info the ground and could accommodate
3-8 people. There was a bakery, a church bunker and three
above-ground rails for horses. Partfisans from the camp carried
out attacks against officials of the occupation regime.

On 2-3 March 1945, the Battle of Stompaki took place here —
the largest battle in the history of Latvian national partisans. The
350-360 partisans in the camp were attacked by the 143rd Rifle
Regiment of NKVD and local fighters of the so-called ‘istrebitel’
(eliminators) battalion — 483 men in total. The battle lasted for

Nqﬁonql parﬁSCIn heqdquqr.l.ers in .I.he the entire duration of the day on 2 March. On the night of 3

March, the partisans managed to break out of the camp and

nature reserve “Sfompq ki qump" o refreat to their previous base camps. The battle resulted in 28

casualfies among partisans, while the NKVD force lost 32 fight-

Stompaku purvs, Susaju pag., T. +371 28386859 ers.
Balvu nov., Latvija vilakamuzejs@balvi.lv Today, the site of the Stompaki camp is home to three restored
GPS: 57.14338, 27.52029 latgale.travel/listing/stompaku-purvi bunkers — a church, a headquarters and a residential bunker —

as well as 21 sites of former bunkers. Information boards about

the camp and the battle have been installed at the site. Guid-

The museum is located in the territory of the Balvi Manor
complex, in the building of the former manor barn.

The exhibition allows you to look into the history of the Latvian
War of Independence from the point of view of Northern
Latgale, fracing the history of the formation and activities
of the Latgale Partisan Regiment. There are photographs
and copies of documents that are not available elsewhere,
including the order of 5 July 1919 on the formation of the regi-
ment. The internal orders of the regiment are unique - they
were written in Russian between July and October 1919. This
reflects the peculiarities of the formation and composition of
the regiment as a local unit, where Latvians, Latgalians, Rus-
sians, and Jews fought together. The regiment only switched

o

to Latvian in its internal orders after it was fully integrated o e —

into the Latvian Army system when it was supplemented by L8 Exhibition “Northern Latgale in
mobilised soldiers from other regions of Latvia. o ” °
The exhibition also reflects the liberation operation of North- the !:Ighi for Freedom™ at the Balvi
ern Latgale, during which the Latgale Division of the Latvian Reglonal Museum @

Army liberated the surroundings of Vilaka, Jaunlatgale and S
_ . Brivibas iela 46,
Karsava in battles that lasted from 9 to 15 January 1920. ) . ) :
. - Balvi, Latvija muzejs@balvi.lv
Evidence of both the operation as a whole and the combat . ] »
. . . ) . GPS: 57.13110, 27.25725 muzejs.balvi.lv
activities of the Latgale Partisan Regiment during the libera-

fion of Karsava are on display in the exhibition. 220 ﬂ W

T. +371 64521430




LoZmetéejkalns is located in Valgunde Rural Territory, Jelgava
Municipality, close to the A9 motorway. Itis the site of a World
War | battle and the only cultural heritage conservation site
of nationalimportance in Latvia. Lozmetéjkalns is located on
Gard Kapa Dune, which is a part of the Nordeki-Kalnciems
dune ridge. The name originated at a time when it was the
site of impregnabile fortifications of the German Army, which
was defended by heavy machine-gun fire.

The Christmas Battles are one of the best-known and most
dramatic events of World War | in the history of Latvia. In
1917, the units of Latvian Riflemen and Siberian riflemen of the
Russian Army attacked and took LoZzmetéjkalns, capturing at
least 600 enemy froops and valuable trophies. The riflemen
believed that they were the ones who deserved the honour

of caplorsof e highiancs. 1L)] Loimetéjkalns (Machine Gun Hill)
e area around LoZzmetéjkalns Hill is home to commemora- o

tive marks and other evidence of the battles that took place in Tirelpurvs Bog @

here. Every year, in January, memorial events are held in the LoZmetéjkalna cels, lvm@lvm.Lv; tic@tornis.jelgava.lv
surroundings of LoZzmetéjkalns to remember the Christmas Valgundes pag., visit jelgava.lv/lv/piedzivot/kultura-un-tradici-
Battles. Nowadays, Lozmetéjkalns has become a symbol and Jelgavas nov., Latvija jas/vestures-pieminekli-un-pieminas-vietas/
a memorial site dedicated to the heroism of Latvian Riflemen. GPS: 56.86620, 23.66050

item/160-lozmetejkalns-tirelpurva
A 27-metre-high observation fower offers panoramic views of

the site of Christmas Battles. 35 ﬂ w

The museum is located in “Mangali” house, Valgunde Ru-
ral Territory, Jelgava Municipality, and it is a branch of the
Latvian War Museum. It was unveiled in 2005 at the site
of the Christmas Battles that occurred during World War
I. Unique World War | fortifications sfill remain at the battle
sites. The open-air exhibition of the Christmas Battle Mu-
seum reconstructs a section of the fortification system —the
french shelter and part of the first line of German defence
- the “"German rampart”, which is the only object of this
kind in the Baltic states.

The Christmas Baftles are one of the best known and most
dramatic events of World War lin Latvia. They are an event
of special importance in Latvian military and cultural his-
tory. Intense fighting took place for six days, leading to
heavy casualties. The battles are mainly associated with
the atftack of Latvian Riflemen against the German Army
units, which took place in particularly severe and unfa-
Chrisimqs Bqﬂ'le Museum o vourable winter conditions. This is an unprecedented case
of a major combat operation launched without artillery
support.

Today, the museum artefacts found at the sites of the bat-
fle are on display. The indoor exhibition is open at certain
fimes, while the exhibition of outdoor fortifications is open

every day. Tourist routes and nature trails have been cre-
42 ﬂ w ated in the surrounding area.

T. +371 28349259
mangali@karamuzejs.lv
www.karamuzejs.lv/zm

.Mangali”, Valgundes pag.,
Jelgavas nov., Latvija
GPS: 56.83013, 23.70188

Hitler's visit to the Headquarters of the German Army Group North
in Malnava and the air defence bunker are mentioned as related
sites. However, apart from the location — Malnava Manor, there is no
other link between them.

From 1210 28 July 1941, the headquarters of the German Army Group
North, which was waging an attack against Leningrad, was located
in Malnava Manor. The reason for the choice of location was prac-
fical: Malnava Agricultural School, which was located in a former
manor house, had modern facilities: electric lighting, centralised
water supply, showers, and sewerage. The headquarters of Group
North was located in one of the side blocks of the manor, while the
rest of the building continued to operate as an agricultural school.
Hitler's visit to the Group North headquarters in Malnava took place
on 21 July 1941. Hitler and his entourage arrived in two Junkers airc-

L ) 2
raff, accompanied py nine quserschmi)‘f fighters. Thg yisif only lasted -t o » Vi nee )
for a few hours and is immortalised both in German military newsreels .I .I 6
from the front and in the memories of the pupils of Malnava. H
The air defence bunker, located about 70 metres from the manor W_orld W.a': " Bunkers in MGI“OVQ Ond
house, was built at the beginning of 1944 when Soviet aviation began H|ﬂer’$ V|$|i' i'o i'he Heqdququ‘ers of i'he
to dominate the airspace in the second half of the war. At that time,
the retreat process of German froops was in progress. In 1944, the Germqn ArmY GTOUP Nonh .
Headquarters of the German Army Group North stayed in Malnava
from February to mid-July. Klavu iela 17, Malnava, Malnavas pag. T, +371 28321856

Ludzas nov., Latvija tic@ludzasnovads.lv;

274 ﬂ m GPS: 56.77708, 27.72307 latgalessmakovka@gmail.com



The Veseta Partisan Dugout and the "White Cross” memorial site
are located in the Veseta floodplain swamp.

After the Second World War, the so-called Parups Group was ope-
rating in Vietalva. Rihards Parups (1914-1946) was the leader of the
group. During the Second World War, he was a sergeant of the 15th
Latvian Division of the German Army. He participated in national
partisan operations in the vicinity of Jékabpils and Madona. During
its short existence, Parups Group took part in more than 20 armed
clashes with the units of the Ministry of the Interior of the time.

The Colonel Kotov of Cheka, in his report to his superiors in Riga,
indicated that, as a result of the activities of the group, the Soviet
authorities in the Jékabpils and Madona districts were paralysed.
National partisans led by Parups found and destroyed several de-

portation lists, thus saving the lives of multiple people. Unable to ] 0

destroy the national partisan unit in open combat, the leadership 1 1 8 Partisan DUgOUi Shelter of Veseta
of the Soviet Security Committee infiltrated four members of the 1] e ” o e
Cheka special force into the group. On the night of 2 July 1946, Clnd Wh“e CrOSS Memo"ql Slie .
these agents shot ten partisans of the unit, including Rihards Parups. ; . T +371 22000981

The burial place of the fallen is unknown, but a commemorative Vesetas palienes purvs, Vietalva, P —— - |\

plaque has been erected at the Brothers' Cemetery in Riga to Aizkraukles nov., Latvija VisitaizkrauK eIl /vietas-pastaigar/vesatas:
commemorate them. The “White Cross” memorial site is situated GPS: 56.70279, 25.81259 i) P gam/

i -
next to Veseta Partisans Dugout. It is a 3-metre-high white cross patienes-purvs

with a plaque inscribed with the names of partisans who fell on . ﬂ m .( z
2 July 1946. 9} 142

. i g";- The Tower of Jelgava Holy Trinity Church is located in the
« cenftre of the city of Jelgava.

i The history of the tower spans more than four centuries,
becoming an important witness to the development of
the city, as well as fragic events. The church was built in
1574 on the orders of the Duke of Courland and Semigallia,
Goftthard Kettler, and its tower, completed in 1688 under
the lead of the construction master Martin Knoch, became
one of the most prominent structures of the city.

During the Second World War, Jelgava was severely de-
stroyed and, in 1944, the church burnt down after a Soviet
air raid. After the war, the Soviet authorities blew up the
altar part of the church and demolished the walls. Only
the tower was preserved as a strategic object, as it was
. the highest point in the city. During and after the war,

the tower was used for military purposes. Enemy positions

121 -
The Tower Of Jelgava HOIY T"n“y were observed and the surroundings were controlled from
Churche @ the tower.

During the post-war years, the fower also served as a stra-

Akadémijas iela 1, T. +371 63005447 fegic point for resistance activities. It became a secret
Jelgava, Latvija tic@tornis.jelgava.lv meeting place and a base for the transfer of information
GPS: 56.65243, 23.72888 visit.jelgava.lv/lv/sv-trisvienibas-tornis that was essential for the fight against the Soviet regime.

The tower, while retaining its historical significance, has

43 ﬂ w m @ @ been reborn today as a cultural and educational centre.

Jelgava History and Art Museum of G. Eliass is located in
a building that is called Academia Petrina (Peter’'s Acad-
emy). It was built in 1775 as the first university in Latvia and
is one of the few public buildings in Jelgava to survive
and be restored after World War Il. In the summer of 1944,
Jelgava lost almost everything — a large part of its popu-
lation and historic buildings, which were hardly restored
after World War Il. The predecessor of the current museum
—the Kurzeme Provincial Museum —was founded in 1818. It
was the second oldest museum in Latvia and the first one
established outside Riga. The museum has been housed
in the Academia Petrina building since 1952. Today, the
museum features permanent exhibitions on the renowned
Latvian artist Gederts Eliass (1887-1975), the prehistory and
Middle Ages of the Zemgale region, Jelgava during the
era of the Duchy of Courland and Semigallia (1561-1795),
the Courland Governorate (1795-1918), and the period of
Latvia’s independence (1918-1940).

The museum exhibition “Life Continues Under Foreign Rule”
explores life in Latvia during the German and Soviet oc- Akademijas iela 10,
cupations. Jelgava, Latvija

The virtual exhibition “Wars and a Soldier Through the Ages GPS: 56.64989. 23.72876
of Jelgava” offers insight into the various wars that have

affected Jelgava, including historical events from the First . . . . n w . m . @ @
and Second World Wars. 9} g5 LV JRUJ EN @

122 Jelgava History and Art Museum of
G. Eliassoo 0@

T. +371 63023383
muzejs@muzejs.jelgava.lv
jvmm.lv/jvmm




The Monument to the Liberators of Jelgava “Lacplésis” is located
in Jelgava, at Station Park, opposite the Railway Station building.
It was opened on 22 June 1932, with the participation of the Pre-
sident of Latvia A. Kviesis, and was built to commemorate the
liberation of Jelgava on 21 November 1919, during the Latvian
War of Independence.

In 1940, during the first period of Soviet occupation, the monument
was not affected by changes. In 1941, when the Soviet occupiers
were replaced by the German occupation forces, the head of the
German occupation administration, von Medem, who had retur-
ned to Jelgava (his ancestors were the original builders of Jelgava
Palace), did not like the unequivocal symbolism of the monument.
On 31 October 1942, the German occupation authorities ordered
the author of the monument, Karlis Jansons, to remove the image
of a German knight from the monument.

In 1950, the Soviet occupation authorities gave the order for the 1 23

monument TQ be destroyed. With the help of a tractor, La&plésis Monumeni- 1-0 fhe leerqiors of
was torn off its pedestal, smashed, and an afttempt was made wy = ~ T

to destroy it in a stone crusher. However, La&plésis proved to be .lelg ava LGCpIGSlS o

so hard that the crusher broke. The unbroken middle part of the
monument was secretly buried in the grounds of a kindergarten.
In 1988, a fragment of the monument was found and is now lo-
cated in front of the Jelgava History and Art Museum of Gederts
Eliass. The monument was restored and inaugurated on 21 No-

vember 1992. It was created by sculptor Andrejs Jansons, who . . m w .
restored the monument created by his father, K. Jansons. 9} 43 @

tic@tornis.jelgava.lv
visit.jelgava.lv/lv/piedzivot/kultura-un-tradicijas/
vestures-pieminekli-un-pieminas-vietas/item/%-
piemineklis-jelgavas-atbrivotajiem-lacplesis

Stacijas parks, Jelgava, Latvija
GPS: 56.64139, 23.73103

The Garden of Destiny is located on an island of the River
Daugava, near the ruins of Koknese Castle. It is designed
as a landscape architectural ensemble and is dedicated
to the memory of the Latvian people that Latvia lost in the
20th century — those who fell in wars, were repressed, were
forced into exile or otherwise suffered due to their political
opinions. Like the Freedom Monument in Riga, the Garden
of Destiny was created thanks to donations.

In cooperation with the Latvian Association of Politically
Repressed Persons, a memorial ensemble for women de-
ported to Siberia — mothers of Siberian children — has been
created in the centre of the virtual House of Silence. Two
boulders engraved with the words “Mother, you gave me life
twice. When | was born and when | did not starve to death.
A child of Siberia.” remind one of the selflessness and great
sacrifice of mothers.

A Memorial Dedicated to Siberian World War | frenches have been preserved on the grounds
Moihers in ihe “quden Of Desﬁny" ) . of the Garden of Destiny. A memorial to the Latvian Riflemen

has been created there, which was inaugurated on the

Draugu aleja, Kokneses pag. T. +37125495544; info@koknesesfonds.lv 100th anniversary of the founding of the Riflemen Regiments.
Aizkraukles nov., Latvija liktendarzs@koknesesfonds.lv The composition of the site consists of two parts: The group
GPS: 56.63447, 2543776 llktendarzs.lv/apmeklet/objekn/p|em|na5- of Latvian boulders symbolises those who stayed at home,

vietas/ while the row of boulders in the tfrenches of the First World

e o War symbolises the Latvian Riflemen. The boulders were se-
103 ﬂ w m @ lected and artistically arranged by sculptor Ojars Feldbergs.

The exhibition dedicated to the creation of the Latvian Army
islocated in Plavinas. The building that houses the exhibition
has a long history. With the establishment of the Stukmani
(now Plavinas) railway station, the construction of houses
began in the area, and one of them, built in 1900, was the
house of the merchant Hugo Appeltoft. The building was
built as a merchants' house, but later, it became the birth-
place of the Latvian Army.

In July 1919, during the War of Independence, the building
was used as the headquarters of the Latvian Eastern Front.
On 17 June 1934, to commemorate this event, a memorial
plaque was unveiled at the building with the inscription: “In
1919, this house was the headquarters of the commander of

the Eastern Front, and here, General Janis Balodis assumed -I 25

command of the Latvian National Army." The plaque was Exhibition “Latvian Army in Plavinas
restored on 16 June 1990. On 10 June 2019, a memorial o » > 2
statue dedicated to the recipients of the Order of Lacplésis in the 20"1 Century o0

born in Plavinas region was erected in front of the former . . } T +371 28442692

headquarters building. Oazienss iela 24, Plavinas, turisms@aizkraukle. lv

The exhibition displays information stands with historical pho- Aizkraukles nov., Latvija visitaizkraukle.lv/mi.litarais_mantojums/

tographs, maps and information about the establishment GPS: 56.61746, 25.72064 ekspozicija-latvijas-armija-plavinas-20-gadsimta

of the Latvian Eastern Front Headquarters.
b DB E
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In November 2018, to celebrate the centenary of Latvia,
the “Soviet Years” exhibition was opened at Aizkraukle Mu-
seum of History and Art —the largest exhibition in the Baltic
states dedicated to the cultural and historical heritage of
the 1950s-1980s. The exhibition is spread over three floors
in an area of 1,060 m2. It reflects Soviet life in its multiple
facets: everyday life, work and leisure, education and
culture. Soviet-era cars are on display on the ground floor.
A separate library — the Red Corner has been sef up. A
wide-ranging exhibition invites visitors to explore everyday
life and apartment interiors during the Soviet era - furniture
and household items, tableware, textiles and electrical
appliances.

Ofther exhibition spaces are dedicated to emigration, So-
viet repressions, everyday life, medicine, state structures,

Tourismhcmd slport, cdhildhfood and edlucoﬁoré..SoIviet military “Soviet Years” Exhibition at Aizkraukle
paraphernalia and uniforms are also on display among .
various exhibits. Museum of History and Art @

T. +371 65123351
aizkrauklesmuzejs@inbox.lv
www.aizkrauklesmuzejs.lv/padomju-gadi/

Z-[llEBEaE

Kalna iela 20, Aizkraukles
pag., Aizkraukles nov., Latvija
GPS: 56.61500, 25.22470

The Lidumnieki War Exhibition, or the Municipal Reposi-
tory of Historical Evidence in Lidumnieki, is located in the
former kolkhoz council building in Zabalotjes Manor Park,
which is situated in the centre of the village of Lidumnieki
(Zabalotjes/Aizpure) of Lidumnieki Rural Territory.

The exhibition was created thanks to the local enthusiasts
— patriots of the village, who have placed their personal
collections and relics donated by local people in the his-
torical building.

The exhibition consists of three parts. The largest part of the
exhibition, which is also the cenfral space, is dedicated to
World War Il It features details of tanks, cannons, aircraft,
models of equipment and weapons of soldiers of different
armies, as well as everyday and warfare items of soldiers:
flasks, dixies, helmets, uniforms, insignia, ammunition boxes,

Repository of Historical Evidence in and models of mines. . .
- A . The second part of the exhibition features evidence dating
Lidumnieki ® ® back to 1941. The exhibition includes household objects,
; _ S . various original documents, textbooks, notebooks, letters,
Tautas iela 2, Lidumnieki, Lidumnieku pag., T. +371 22009819 newspapers, magazines, and similar materials of Ludza
Ludzas nov., Latvija latgale.travel/listing/biedriba-darba- County residents.
GPS: 56.59363, 27.99014 un-kulturas-centrs-lidumnieki/

The third part of the exhibition gives an insight into the life,

5] aims and activities of the “Lidumnieki” collective farm.
QSE v [l T § ] @]




The Freedom Monument in lecava, carved in stone by
Péteris Banders in 19346, is located in lecava Park on the
bank of the River lecava valley.

The idea of the monument was initiated by Janis LUsis,
pastor of lecava-Lambarte Parish, and a participant of
the Latvian War of Independence. The monument is dedi-
cated fo the soldiers of the 4th Valmiera Infantry Regiment
who fellin the vicinity of lecava, and to the Latvian soldiers
who lost their lives in the Latvian War of Independence.
During the Soviet occupation, the monument was blown
up, however, it was not destroyed and was eventually
restored in 1988. In 2018, the monument was included on
the List of State Protected Cultural Monuments.

On 11 November 2018, a commemorative plaque for five
recipients of the Order of Lacplésis who were born in the

former lecava Region, was unveiled in lecava Park. Gen- Freedom Monument in |eCOVG L
eral Werners Tepfers, Lieutenant Colonel JEkalbs JurSevskis,

| . Bauskas nov,, Latvija tic@bauskasnovads.lv
poral Jekabs Klauss were honoured. The granite statue ; = N )
was created as part of the project "Atceries Lacplésus” GPS: 56.59318, 2419987, visit.bauska.lv/lv/objekti/redzet-darit/apskates-

(Remember the Bearslayers) to commemorate the soldiers vietas/vieta/brivibas-piemineklis-iecava/

who fell in the Latvian War of Independence. . ﬂ m .
[ (P)

Captains Nikolajs Plavnieks and Herberts Tepfers, and Cor- lecavas parks, lecava, | T. +371 27746484

The Monument to the Defenders of Jelgava - the
Daugavgriva Home Guards who stopped the German
Army from attacking Jelgava at the end of April 1915, was
unveiledin 1991 next to Svéte School in Jelgava Municipal-
ity. At the beginning of May 1915, a large demonstration
was held in Jelgava to commemorate this important event.
3 The fact that the Latvian Home Guards managed to stop

\ 2 the German attack was used by Janis Cakste and his as-
S e P sociates to justify the idea of establishing Latvian Riflemen

nt to the Defenders of units during World War |.

Monume . .
The author of the monument is sculptor Alina Veibaha
Jelgava @ (1923-2011).

tic@tornis.jelgava.lv
visit.jelgava.lv/lv/piedzivot/kultura-un-tradicijas/
vestures—pieminekli—un—pieminas—vietas/item/1 b2-
piemineklis-jelgavas-atbrivotajiem

Z-0008

The bunker is located in the Tle forestry of Zebrene Rural Territory, at
the turn-off from the P104 Biksti-Auce Road.

The Karlis Krauja Group of Tie National Partisans was formed in 1947.
V. Z. Brizga (alias K. Krauja) was appointed the commander of the
group. In October 1948, the Krauja Group merged with a group of
Lithuanian national partisans. Krauja Group operated in Jelgava
District and consisted of 27 national partisans.

In October 1948, Krauja Group built an underground bunker in Lie-
lauce Parish, Jelgava County, not far from the Tie Forestry, 300 metres
to the north of the “Priedaisu” house. Its total length, including battle
passages, was 45 metres. 70 remote-controlled mines were planted
around the bunker. The bunker was equipped with a furnace, awell,
a toilet, and a storage room.

On 17 March 1949, the 24 partisans who were in the bunker at the
fime fought their last battle against the 760-strong troops of the
Ministry of National Security or Cheka. After the battle, 9 members
of the group were arrested, while 15 fell in the battle, with eight of 1 A A

them being Latvian and seven being Lithuanian. "e thonal quhsqn Bunker .

In 1992, the Home Guards, together with the Daugavas Vanagi

(Hawks of the Daugava), unearthed the bunker that had been Tl e (750, T. +_371 28675118

blown up. A White Cross, a memorial stone and a granite statue Dobeles nov., Latvija tL_Jr_lsms@dobel(_a.Lv_ - _ _
were erected at the site. visitdobele.lv/pieminekli-pieminas-vietas/iles-

” GPS: 56.57885, 22.92473 . i o i
Inside the bunker, you can see a stove, a table, and narrow benches nacionalo-partizanu-bunkurs-un-pieminas-vieta

on which the partisans slept. Information boards and memorial stones
with the names of the partisans have been installed at the bunker. 98 ﬂ w m

Vilces iela 6, Svéte, Svétes pag.,
Jelgavas nov., Latvija
GPS: 56.59230, 23.67837
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The private collection “Family Barn” is located at the family
estate “Abelu Putnini”. Created in 2007, it reveals the history of
one family through stories, objects and areconstructed trench
shelter.

Visitors are offered an insight into the history of World War |, the
Latvian Army, World War ll, the Brothers’ Cemetery in Riga and
the Christmas Battles. The old barn displays embroidered table-
cloths, homemade folk costumes, a cupboard with tableware,
skis and a chariot wheel donated by Baron Korf. In 2011, the
equipping of the restored birch wood trench shelter was com-
menced. In it, a furnace, a sleeping area, and stands display-
ing objects related to the First World War - broken tableware,
photographs and rusted weapon parts are on display there.
The exhibition allows visitors to experience the scenes of the
First World War as described in the Blizzard of Souls, a novel by
Aleksandrs Grins. Special attention is paid to the Vidzeme 4th Privqie Co"ecﬁon e Fa m"y qun"
Riflemen Regiment and the Christmas Battles. The following

soldiers are mentioned: Robert Soks, who is buried at the Broth- o000

ers’ Cemetery in Riga, as well as writers Aleksandrs Grins, Janis _ o T.+ 371 27879107

Akuraters, composer Arvids Zilinskis and others. Abelu Putnini, Sélpils pag., abpabp@inbox.lv

The exhibition grounds feature bomb pits from World War | and JEK"’pr'lS ne, e visit.jekabpils.lv/lv/objekti/privatkolekcija-
a spring from which the soldiers drew drinking water. GPS:56.54311, 25.68110 dzimtas-klets-/

A tour of the site lasts for 1.5-2 hours and is available in Latvian . “ w
and Russian. 9} [

The memorialis located in AnCupadni, in the vicinity of REézekne.
It was created to commemorate the tfragedy of Audrini —the
extermination of civilians during the Nazi German occupation,
which fook place in 1942 in the village of Audrini, Makasani
Parish, Rézekne County.

From the autumn of 1941, several Red Army prisoners of war
who had escaped, hid in Audrini. On 18 December 1941, their
whereabouts were discovered and four auxiliary police troops
were killed in clashes. On 24 December, 203 residents of Audrini
were arrested and imprisoned in REzekne Prison. On 3 January
1942, most of the arrested were shot near the Ancupani Hills,
about 5 km from Rézekne, and on 4 January, 30 men, arrested
in the village of Audrini, were publicly shot in the market square
of Rézekne, and the village itself was burnt down.

The memorial was unveiled on 27 July 1974. It was designed by
landscape architect Alfons Kiskis (1910-1994). The evergreen

Anéupéni Memorial to the Victims spruce frees on the right side of the road symbolise people

lined up to be shot, while the stone wall on the opposite side

Of ihe Second World qu ® of the road represents the shooters. In the lowest part — the

T. +371 26337449, +371 28686863 Valley of Suffering — a boulder-strewn path leads past the

Veremu pag., Rézeknes nov., tic@rezeknesnovads.lv mass graves of the people who were shot, ending at a con-
Latvija rezeknesnovads.lv/viesiem/kulturvesturiskie- crete wall with the inscription: “They died so that you might

GPS: 56.53963, 27.31211 pieminek!i-un-pieminas-vietas/ancupanu- live.” Then, the stairs leading to the Square of Life follow, with

D R i the central sculpture “Mother Apple Tree" by sculptor Rasa

250 ﬂ m Kalnina-Grinberga (1936) in the square.

A monument dedicated to the first battle of Oskar Kalpak's
battalion is situated next to the ruins of Lielauce Lutheran
Church. It was erected af the site of the battle of Kalpak’s
battalion, which took place on the night of 15 fo 16 Janu-
ary 1919. In the battle, two companies of Kalpak’'s bat-
talion repelled an attack by an entire Bolshevik battalion
and a squadron of cavalry. It was the first important battle
of Kalpak's battalion. As the Landeswehr lost the battle in
Auce, the decision was made fo retfreat and hold the front
at a natural obstacle - the River Venta.

The monument was unveiled on 19 August 1934 in the pres-
ence of the former fighter of the battalion, Minister of Ag-
riculture, J. Kaulins. The monument was designed by an

'.‘I’ 'li N & P

architect P. Dreimanis and manufactured by J. Sierins. The = ol i , [
monument is made of grey granite blocks, with a black e

granite plague at the front with the following inscription: 141 A. Monument Dedlcated 1'0’ ihe

“The battle of Colonel Kalpak's battalion took place here FII'Si' BQi'ﬂe Of OSkGI’ ququ S
Z?;Q?nn;gcr;:;‘:)m 15to 16 January 1919.” Four soldiers were Baﬁqllon in Llelauce )

The monument was destroyed in the early 1950s and the Lielauce, Lielauces pag., T. +371 27823375

plague was smashed. It was restored in 1991 by using the Dobeles nov., Latvija turisms@dobele.lv

original plague, which had been split in two. In the restored GPS :56.51386, 22.87586 visitdobele.lv/pieminekli-pieminas-vietas/
monument, the plaque no longer faces the church, but the oskara-kalpaka-bataljona-pirmajai-kaujai-vettits-
centre of Lielauce. 106 “ w piemineklis
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Jékabpils History Museum is located in Krustpils Castle in the city
of JEkabpils.

In November 1921, Krustpils Castle was handed over to the Lat-
vian Ministry of Defence, and the Latgale Artillery Regiment was
stationed there. The Artillery Regiment played an important role in
the life of the citizens of Krustpils, especially in cultural and musical
activities, as the regiment had an orchestra, a men's choir, an
operetta band, a symphony orchestra and a double quartet of
instructors. The Latgale Artillery Regiment was stationed at Krustpils
Castle until World War Il. During World War Il, a German infirmary
was situated in the castle, and, after August 1944 — a Red Army
military hospital. After the war, Krustpils Castle and the adjacent
manor buildings were occupied by Soviet Army warehouses.
Nowadays, Jekabpils History Museum is operating at Krustpils
Castle, where the exhibition “Battles for Freedom in the 20th
Century” is on display.

Here, you can listen to excerpts from the book “Bij tadi laiki” by Jékqbpils Hisfory Museum o @
llmars Knagis from Jékabpils, while seated in a club chair. On

one of the walls of the room, a list of the townspeople who were - T +371 27008136

deported to Siberia, scrolls by dispassionately, like the credits of Rigas iela 216B, info@jekabpilsmuzejs.lv

a film. An amateur video of the dismantling of the monument Jekabpils, Latvija Www_jekabpilsmuzejs..lv/lv/galerija/jekabpils-

of Lenin in JEkabpils can be watched on a TV set from the last GPS:56.51127, 25.85900

pilsetas-vestures-ekspozicija-krustpils-pili/
century as well. Visitors are not only interested in the content but

also in the technical options of how this flm can be shown on a 146 ﬂ w m @ @

TV set from the last century.

N

LATGALES KULTURVESTURES MUZEJS

Three permanent exhibitions are on display atf the Latgale
Culture and History Museum in Rézekne. One of them -
“"Rézekne laikmetu griezos” (Rézekne through Ages) —tells
the story of the history of the city over seven centuries. A
significant part of it is devoted to the events, wars and
changes of the 20th century: World War |, the War of In-
dependence, World War Il, the destfruction of Rézekne in
1944 by the Soviet bombers, as well as the prisoner-of-war
camp Stalag 347. The exhibition includes a photo booth
about the fates of the soldiers from Rézekne during the war.
During the period of the free state of Latvia, the soldiers

qugq'e Culture and Hisfory of the 9th R&zekne Infantry Regiment of the Latvian Army
stationed in Rézekne were an integral part of the public
Museum . . . life of the city and sporfing events, especially during the

Atbrivosanas Aleja 102,
Rézekne, Latvija
GPS: 56.50781, 27.33276

muzejs@rezekne.lv
latgale.travel/listing/latgales-kulturvestures-
muzejs/
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The Monument “Vienoti Latvijai” (“United for Latvia”) or Mdra
of Latgale is located in Rézekne. Its central image of a woman
holding a cross in her hand symbolises the Latgale region of
Latvia, which was liberated from Bolshevik rule in 1920, and its
spirit of Christian civilisation.

The monument was initiated by public figures of Latgale in the
1920s. The foundation stone was laid and consecrated on 8 June
1930. In June 1934, a competition for the design of the monument
was announced, and the design by Karlis Jansons won the com-
petition. The monument was unveiled on 8 September 1939, and
the consecration service was held by Bishop Jazeps Rancans. e K ﬂ%’rﬁ:l
After the Soviet occupation in November 1940, the monument

was pulled down. The bronze sculptures were not destroyed due
to a shortage of time and the monument was restored on 22
August 1943, during the German occupation. When the Soviet
occupation returned, the cross was initially sawn off, while, in 144
1950, the monument was completely destroyed.

| T. +371 64622464 celebrations of the 11th and 18th of November.

. : : ) Monument “Vienoti Latvijai” (“United
During the Soviet occupation, a Lenin monument was erected -
instead, which was removed immediately after Latvia regained fO" LafVlG ) or MOI'O Of Ldfgdle o ‘ .

its independence in 1991.
During the Awakening in 1989, the idea of restoring the historical

United for Latvia monument was born. The monument was re- R i HISE 72 i
created by the sculpfor Andrejs Jansons, the son of Karlis Jansons, GPS: 56.50665, 27.33079 latgale.travel/listing/piemineklis-vienoti-latvijai/

in collaboration with Inta Folkmane, based on his father’'s materi- e ﬂ m
als and photographs. The restored monument was unveiled on

13 August 1992, during the First World Gathering of Latgalians. 'l 5

Atbrivosanas Aleja 93, | T. +371 26332249



The Treasure House of the Free State is located next fo the
Rézekne Castle ruins.

The unigue exhibition includes hundreds of different histori-
cal testimonies from Latvian and foreign private collec-
fions, covering the period from 1918 to 1940, revealing the
events in the history of Latgale and Rézekne. It presents
the history of military and civilian awards of the First Free
State of Latvia, as well as various organisations related to
the activities of state and civic organisations in the period
from the Latvian War of Independence to World War Il.
The collection of military and civilian awards and insignia
of the Latvian Free State on display here is the largest
one in Latvia.

The Changing Exhibition Hallis situated on the second floor,
where a new exhibifion is held at least once per year. To

date, visitors have had the opportunity to see a unique Krasta iela 35, T. +371 25575555
collection of porcelain objects, luxury clocks from France Rezekne, Latvija bdnrezekne@gmail.com
and paintings depicting various landscapes of Latgale. GPS: 56.50213, 27.33374 latgale.travel/listing/brivvalsts-dargumu-nams/
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The museum is located in the premises of the State Border
Guard College of Latvia in Rézekne.

The museum houses an exhibition of the Border Guard
History Research Unit, which reflects the chronological de-
velopment of the Latvian Border Guard from 1919 to the
present day. The collected objects and photographs tell
the story of the service and everyday life of Latvian border
guards in the period from 1919 to 1940, and also about
the tragic fate of the border guards after the occupation
of the country in 1940. At that time, border guards, along
with their relatives, were among the first to be repressed.
The museum displays evidence of the service of the re-
stored Border Guard after the restoration of the independ-

ence of Latvia — uniforms, equipment, awards and insignia,
Border GUdrd Museum 00 which have been undergoing confinuous development
T +371 64603679 and change even nowadays.

Zavoloko iela 8, A visit to the Cynology Centre, where you can watch dem-
Rezekne, Latvija wrkdirs gy - ; : -

Kne, ) latgale.travel/listing/valsts-robezsardzes- onstrqhons by service dogs, is gn integral part of the four.
GPS: 56.48691, 27.34133 o —— Appointments must be made in advance.

QSRR v fru]en] § [

The memorialis located in the city centre, not far from the
Bauska Municipality Tourist Information Centre and Town
Hall Square.

It was created thanks to the initiative and donations of
the descendants of Bauska Jews living in Israel, the USA
and Great Britain, as well as the support of the Bauska
Municipality Council and Latvian Jewish congregations
and communities.

The memorial was designed by sculptor Girts Burvis. It is the
same size as the former Bauska Great Synagogue, and the
stone images symbolise Jews coming out of the place of
worship after the service. A symbolic bimah is situated in
the centre of the memorial; it is a raised platform or table
used in Jewish religious rituals in the synagogue. An inscrip-
fion onitreads: “A tribute to the Jews of Bauska, who lived

here for centuries and built this city, and who were killed H [ ”

by the Nazis and their local helpersyin 1941. Honouring the Memonql Synqgogue quden .
memory of the Jewish people - the descendants of the T +371 27746484

Jews of Bauska and the people of Bauska.” Rigas iela 35, Bauska, tic@bauskasnovads.lv

In 1935, almost 800 Jews lived in Bauska. After the Nazi Bauskas nov., Latvija | wwwi.visit.bauska.lv/lv/objekti/redzet-darit/

occupation, in July 1941, many Jews were arrested and GPS: 56.41088, 24.18626 apskates-vietas/vieta/vides-objekts-sinagogas-
deported, and around 700 Jews were shot. Bauska Great darzs-/

Synagogue was destroyed during World War I, . ﬂ m
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The museum is located in the former railway station build-
ing of Eleja Village.

The War Museum in Eleja was established by the associa-
fion "Zemgales strélnieks” (Zemgale Rifleman). The rep-
resentatives of the association are active in public edu-
cation, putting on exhibitions, displays and educational
programmes.

The exhibition of the museum is mainly dedicated to World
War II. It displays uniforms, equipment, armaments, and
photographs of the historical period. The museum offers
the opportunity to take photos in military uniforms of dif-
ferent historical periods and armies. The small two-storey
building houses several hundreds of exhibits of military her-
itfage. In addition, there are exhibits related to the town
and surroundings of Eleja, the history of the region and its
notable persons.

Bauska Freedom Monument @

T. +371 27746484
tic@bauskasnovads.lv
visit.bauska.lv/lv/objekti/bauskas-
brivibas-piemineklis/

Bauska, Latvija
GPS: 56.40441, 24.17872

BN | 1 Jiil(P)

Brivibas bulvaris, |

Viesite Freedom Monument is a symbol of freedom, inde-
pendence and remembrance, dedicated to the battles of
the defenders of Viesite against the Bermontians in 1919.
On 14 October 1919, soldiers of the Third Jelgava Infantry
Regiment, together with a unit of Viesite-Sauka-Varenbroka
home guards, stopped the attack of the Bermontians at
Viesite Vale Hill. As a result of this victory, the advance of
Bermontian units into Upper Kurzeme and Latgale was
stopped. Viesite Freedom Monument depicts a freedom
fighter, who is greeting the sun with the flag of Latvia in his
hands. The words “Briviba — tautas dziviba™ (Freedom is the
life of the people) are engraved on the monument. Sculp-
tor Voldemars Jakobsons is the author of the design of the
monument, and stonemason Voldemars Treijs carved the
monument in Finnish granite. The monument was unveiled
on 11 August 1935. Every year, on Lacplésis Day, a torch-
light procession takes place through Viesite to the Freedom
Monument, honouring the freedom fighters of Latvia who
gave their lives and fell for their fatherland.

War Museum in Eleja © @ ®

T. +371 26864722
Dzelzcela éka, Elejas pag., eduards117@inbox.lv
Jelgavas nov., Latvija visit.jelgava.lv/lv/piedzivot/kultura-un-
GPS: 56.40895, 23.67782 tradicijas/muzeji-un-ekspozicijas/item/5344-
jaunums-vesturiskais-elejas-kara-muzejs

oSl v 1 litlolP#]]O

The monument is located near Bauska Castle, on the
banks of the River Mémele. It is dedicated to the memory
of all Latvian soldiers who died in the Latvian War of In-
dependence, and it was built using donations by Bauska
residents and organisations.

The inscription on the monument reads: “Par Latvijas
brivibu kritusiem 1915-1920" (For the Ones Fallen for the
Freedom of Latvia 1915-1920), with the lines by the poet
Vilis PIodonis engraved in the monument: “Tik tas ir liels,
kas spé€j prieks citiem mirt. Kam ausis dzirdéet, tas lai dzird!”
(Only he is great, who can die for others. Who has the
ears to hear, let them hear!)

The monument was unveiled in 1929, with a church ser-
vice at Bauska Church of the Holy Spirit, an address by
the President of Latvia Gustavs Zemgals, and a parade
by the home guards, schoolchildren and other organisa-
fions.

Viesite Freedom Monument @

Brivibas iela 31-29, Viesite,
Jékabpils nov., Latvija
GPS: 56.34650, 25.54869

QSR8 v | 1 [Hif

tic@jekabpils.lv
visit.jekabpils.lv/lv/objekti/iepazisti/apskates-
vietas/vieta/-viesites-brivibas-piemineklis/
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“Sélija" museum in Viesite contains several parts: Selija House
(Selija cultural history exhibition) and Tourist Information Point
(located in the former railway office building), the former Lo-
comotive Repair Workshop of Viesite Depot, Crafts Centre and
Sélija narrow-gauge railway history exhibition (located in the
Locomotive Repair Workshop building). The most recognisable
part of the Museum in Viesite is the Little Train Park, which is
located on the grounds of the former Viesite Depot.

The narrow-gauge railway was originally built by the German
Army from 1915-1916 to fransport military cargo, but, after
World War |, it was adapted for passenger transport. The
museum displays a steam locomotive manufactured by the
Schwarzkopff company in 1918, as well as a service cart built
in 1916, a freight cart, a timber transport platform, a horsecar,
a frolley, and an exhibition on the S&lija railway. The museum
also manages seven historical buildings of the station. The
“"Mazd Banisa Parks” (Little Train Park) is friendly for visitors with
children.

Noft far from the Little Train Park —in the historical Viesite Sta- . o

R . . A. Brodeles iela 7, Viesite,
fion Square - visitors can see the only narrow-gauge railway JsKkabpils nov. Latviia
section in Latvia with a water pump that has been preserved. oPS: 5% 34238” 25 5;522
Several historic buildings are located near the station square: o T

a railway freight warehouse, a cultural centre, a passenger
station building and a dispensary. 145 “ m m @

The "Jazeps Basko — Gaisa Firmanis” (*Jazeps Basko — Air Cab-
man") exhibition is dedicated to the 125th birthday of General
Jazeps Basko, the commander of the “lja Muromec” squadron
and the organiser of the Latvian Air Force, and to the 100th an-
niversary of World War .

The exhibition of the museum collection resembles a design
object — a model of the llya Muromets aircraft that has been
reduced in size 6 times, with information in the form of texts and
images provided on the model. The exhibition is enriched by ex-
hibits from the collections of the Latvian War Museum and newly
acquired information from the Latvian State Historical Archive,
the Spilve Aviation Museum and private archives of individuals.
Jazeps Basko is rightly one of the most awarded Latvians and
pioneers of global aviation. He set 4 global aviation records
flying llya Muromets aircraft. His name is inscribed in the Louis
Blériot Golden Book in Paris, i.e., the Golden Book of the world's
best aviators.

T.+371 29116334

info@muzejsselija.lv
muzejsselija.lv/maza-banisa-parks/

“Jazeps Basko — Gaisa Formanis” (“Jazeps

= h = o et

Basko — Air Cabman ) Exhibition of Pre|!| Jazeps Basko was awarded all orders of the Russian Empire of

Museum of History and Applied Aris ® @ his time, in Latvia — the Order of the Three Stars, 3rd Class, the

Order of Viesturs, 2nd Class, the Home Guard Cross of Merit, as

Raina bulvaris 28, T. +371 6532273, muzejs@preili.lv well as the highest awards of Czechoslovakia, Estonia, Finland,
Preili, Latvija latgale.travel/listing/preilu-vestures-un-lietiskas- and Poland.

GPS:56.28958, 26.72615 makslas-muzejs/ He served in the army of the Russian Empire, the Bolshevik Red

Army, and, in 1921, he joined the Latvian Army. He refired from

201 ﬂ w @ m @ service affer the occupation of Latvia.

The memorial stone is located near the Jersika railway station. It is
engraved with the inscription: “LTS(p) A — Latvijas Tévzemes sargu
(partizanu) apvienibas cinitdjiem” (For the Fighters of the Latvian
Union of the Guardians of the Fatherland (Partisans)). The Union
of Partisans united national partisans of six Latvian districts in the
struggle against the communist occupation regime in 1945-1955.
The memorial stone is the first stop on the hike “Jersika-Vanagi.
Nacionadlo partizanu legendam pa pédam.” (Jersika-Vanagi.
On the Trail of the National Partisan Legends.) The route starts at
Jersika station and offers an insight into the history of the national
partisan movement, its most prominent figures and their activi-
ties. Further on the trail: the site of the national partisan bunker
hidden in the forest; the place of the founding of the Fatherland
Guards (Partisans) Association as mentioned in the testimonies;
and the memorial place "Avotnica” (in Latgalian "“Oldtneica”)
in the forest, where a bonfire has been set up. The destination

of the hike is Vanagi Church, where the priest Antons Juhneviés 154 Monument to National Partisans in

served. The film “Segvards Vientulis” (Alias Hermit) was made here e

(producer Normunds Pucis). The film tells the story of a priest, who JerSqu ®

was involved in the national partisan struggle in post-war Latgale. Jersikas pag. T.+371 26576513

The rogfe also peqrs evidence of former farmsteads: stately oaks Livanu nov., I_Iatvija | tIC@lIV_arjtll._lV BN it/ v
and ruins of buildings. GPS: 56.27552, 26.25631 www.visitlivani.lv/lv/ko-darit/turisma-marsruti
It passes through forests, swamps, fens, meadows, and country pargajiens-jersika-vanagi-/

roads. The total length of the hike is approximately 22 km and it . .
can be completed in 6 hours. 9} 200 T



Arendole Manor was first mentioned in historical sources in the
16th century. Over the course of time, the owners of the manor
have changed several times. The manor has belonged to the
Grappenbruck, Lydinghausen-Wulf and Plater-Zyberk families.
The manor house received its current look during the reconstruc-
tion between 1895 and 1901. On 14 January 1921, on the basis
of the agrarian reform law, the manor was expropriated and put
at the disposal of the Kalupe Parish Board. The landlord house
building of the manor was renovated and, in 1925, a primary
school and an orphanage were founded there, while the home
for the disabled of the war was established in the building of the
servants’ house. The school and the home for the disabled were
operating until 1975.

In 1995, the building of the Arendole Manor landlords was pur-
chased by private owners and its restoration began. Since 2002,
the association “Es Latgalei” (I am for Latgale) has been oper-
ating at the manor, which is taking care of its preservation and
development.

The visitors to the manor have the opportunity to see the reno-

vated premises and get acquainted with the largest collection ArendOIe quor . . ‘ . . .
of ancient objects in Latgale, as well as to learn about the histori-
cal events of the 20th century in Latgale. A special exhibition is
dedicated to Janis Babris, the former policeman of Kalupe Parish
(1904-1982), who, on 14 June 1941, resisted a deportation task
force, shot a militia operative, Slics, and wounded Communist
Party plenipotentiary, Jozans.

Arendole Manor offers overnight stays and rental space for vari- 240 ﬂ w m m @ m @

ous events.
; T RO —
@,  pRSPOZICIIAS ZALE ' -

T. +371 29421413
arendolemanor@gmail.com
latgale.travel/listing/aredoles-muiza/

Arendoles muiza, Arendole,
Preilu nov., Latvija
GPS: 56.15148, 26.61119

WW?2 - World War Il exhibition in Aglona or the War Museum
was established in 2008 and is one of the most extensive
and interesting expositions of this kind in Latvia. The col-
lection has been continuously supplemented with new
acquisitions and stories of war participants and people of
the wartime generation.

The core of the museum consists of weapons, equipment,
ammunition, and uniforms used during World War Il. In ad-
dition, there are household objects, fragments of aircraft
wrecks and other exhibifs. One of the most precious and
unique exhibits is the Feldpost (field post) correspondence
between Oberleutnant August and his lover Martha, which
created a dialogue between two loving people with a
happy ending during the period of the five years of war.
Wartime chronicles are displayed in the background of

WW2 - World War Il Exhibition @

the exhibition.

_ T +371 22484848 The exhibition is not politicised and reflects both sides of
Daugavpils iela 4[_]' Aglona, N Ww1945@inbox.lv the war equally, allowing viewers to perceive it without
g%lgn:: F;[?ZHZ;P;'E]I![]UOQ;)E]/” Sl latgale.travel/listing/ww2-2-pasaules- makihg judgements of good or bad, which makes the

T o kara-ekspozicija/ exhibition easy to understand.

QSE L [ru] ¢ it ]l @)

The museum is located next to the hotel “Sventes Muiza”
(Svente Manor).
The exhibition of the museum is unique since the objects
in the collection were found on former battlefields. Soviet
military equipment has been skilfully restored —some exhib-
its can even be started up and used for demonstrations.
The tanks on display are believed to be rare exhibits on a
European scale.
The museum displays:

» Soviet tanks — the T-34 medium tank and the IS-2 and

IS-2M heavy tanks, which are named after Stalin; 157

* BRDM-2 and BRDM-1 armoured airborne reconnais- The Museum of Mim'qry Vehicles
sance vehicles; .

« military vehicles Jeep Willys and GAZ-67; in Svente @

* self-propelled guns; T. +371 28445541

e cannons and other pieces of equipment. info@sventehotel.lv
llatgale.travel/listing/militaras-tehnikas-

muzejs/

Augsdaugavas nov., Latvija

Alejas iela 7, Svente, Sventes pag., |
GPS: 55.90372, 26.37540

QSERd v fru] ¢ Itk
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Daugavpils Fortress is an architectural, cultural and histori-
cal heritage monument of national importance. It is the last
bastion-type fortress built in the world and the only surviving
example of a fortress from the first half of the 19th century in
Central Europe, which has been preserved without significant
changes.

Its construction began in 1810, as Tsarist Russia prepared for
Napoleonic invasion, and continued until 1878. In 1812, Russian
and French troops fought at the unfinished fortress. After the
Napoleonic Wars, the construction of the fortress continued,
however, already during its construction, it began to lose its
military importance.

During World War | (1915-1918), the fortress served as a support
and logistics base for the Russian Army. In February 1918, it was
occupied by German troops, and in December — by Bolshevik
forces. In January 1920, the fortress was recaptured by Polish
froops, who helped the Latvian Army fo liberate Latgale from ungqvpils Foﬂress 0000
the Bolsheviks. From 1920 to 1940, the 4th Zemgale Division of

the Latvian Army was stationed in the fortress.

After the occupation of Latvia in 1940, Red Army units were Nikolaja iela 5, T. +371 65424043
stationed at the fortress, and during the German occupation, Daugavpils, Latvija cietoksnis@daugavpils.lv
it became the site of the prisoner.of-wcr camp for Red Army GPS: 5588()50, 26.49517 latgale.travel/listing/daugavpils—cietoksnis/

POWs “Stalags-340". After the second Soviet occupation in

1944, Soviet troops were again stationed in the fortress. Latvia 225 ﬂ m @

regained the fortress in 1993 after the Russian Army had left.

The Daugavpils Lead Shot Factory, founded in 1885, is the
oldest ammunition factory in Northern Europe, the only
factory of its kind in the Baltic states, and one of the oldest
industrial heritage sites in Latvia. It is home to Europe’s only
operational lead shot tower.

Over the centuries, the factory has been producing high-
quality hunting shots and continues to do so today. The
factory preserves equipment and structures from the 19th
century, which have been supplemented before and after
the World Wars. Modern equipment is used to produce
ammunition.

Visitors can see the historical exhibition and the shot cast-
ing workshop, as well as climb the unique 31.5-metre-high
. tower of the plant, beneath which a 13.5-metre-deep
ungqvpﬂs Lead Shot Fqciory o cooling well is situated. This factory is a popular tourist
destination that attracts both local and foreign visitors,
enabling them to discover the industrial heritage of the
19th century and see the old machinery in action. After
the factory tour, visitors can test the products made at the
shooting range of the factory.

T. +371 27766655
visit@dsr.lv
www.dsr.lv

Varsavas iela 28,
Daugavpils, Latvija
GPS: 55.87494, 26.53554

QSR v [rolen] T #1210

The Stikani family are engaged in collecting historical arte-
facts. The collected historical evidence of Medumi Parish
and the surrounding area is accumulated in the small, pur-
pose-built building. An extensive collection of World War
| and World War Il artefacts is on display at the museum.

Private Collection of World War |
Heritage and Local History ® @

. . T. +371 25960552
Jaunatnes iela 4, Medumi, stikans752@inbox.lv

Medumu pag., visitdaugavpils.lv/turisma-objekts/pirma-pasaules-

230 m w @ @ Aug§daugavas nov., Latvija kara-mantojuma-un-vietejas-novadpetniecibas-



The fiercest battles of the First World War in Latvia took place
near Daugavpils in August and October 1915, in the highlands ) - i
of llUkste and Medumi. The Germans tried to break through to -1 9

Daugavpils, but the Russians — to push them back. Both sides
MEDUMI

were unsuccessful and began to build trenches, creating in-
depth defence positions consisting of three lines.

The First World War Museum in Medumi is dedicated to these
battles. The first part of the exhibition presents the history of
the vicinity of Medumi, providing testimonies that bear evi-
dence that Medumi was a well-populated and developed
area before the war. Part 2 focuses on the events of the First
World War in Europe and Latvia. Here, you can learn about
the lives of soldiers and the innovations that emerged during
the war, as well as examine the weapons used by the German
and Russian armies. In the third hall of the exhibition, visitors
can put themselves in the shoes of a soldier by experiencing
bunker life. In this hall, a replica of a Russian bunker has been
created — a fragment of a tfrench with a small shelter, elements
of a battlefield and dummies of soldiers. Since the wooden

bunkers of the Russian Army did not survive, they have been Alejas iela 20, Medumi, T. +371 29431360, +371 26274123
reconstructed at the museum, while the concrete bunkers of Medumu pag., turisms@augsdaugavasnovads.lv

the German Army can be seen by visiting the International Augsdaugavas nov., Latvija | latgale.travel/listing/pirma-pasaules-kara-
route of WWI Bunkers. The hall, with the imitation of a shelter, GPS: 55.78367, 26.35029 muzejs-medumos/

audio and video equipment, creates an authentic atmos- 5
7 DRONNEENREE

The former primary school, parish house and church of the
village of Vanagi provide evidence of one of the most heroic
pages in the history of Vanagi Parish. In the autumn of 1944,
after the return of the Soviet occupation to Latvia, the resist-
ance of the people of Latgale to Soviet rule began. At this
fime, Antons JuhnevicCs (1905-1947), a bright personality with
a sharp mind, patriotism and a deep faith in God, served as
a priest in Vanagi Parish. During his church services, he called
for resistance to Soviet rule, and gave refuge to those fleeing
repressions in his church. On 28 January 1945, an armed battle
took place in the vicinity of Vanagi Church between national
partisans and Soviet security officers — Chekists. After these
events, A. JuhneviCs also joined the national partisans and,
under the nickname “Vientulis”, became one of the leaders
- m of the Latvian Fatherland Partisan Union.

“SgVéII'dS ViéﬂfU“S", along the Memorial Visitors can see the church and the parish house, and walk the

i . A partisan frails in the nearby forest near the church. By making
Trails of the Latgale National Partisan a prior booking, you can enjoy a partisan meal — porridge

Leader - Priest Antons Juhnevics @ made on a bonfire — next to the parish house. The staged
< documentary Segvards Vientulis (Alias Hermit) by director Nor-

T.+371 29100689 munds Pucs, produced in 2014, can be watched at the former
tic@preili.lv Primary School of Vanagi, currently IAC Vanagi (Information
and Support Centre Vanagi). A large-format photo exhibition

about the making of the film is on display in the hallways of
Z-EBEEBHODMNDEEMEAE oo
Vilaka Museum operates in two buildings — the Catholic parish u
house, built in 1913, which is an important cultural heritage

Preilu nov., Latvija

Vanagi, Upmalas pag., |
GPS: 56.28865, 26.37260

object of the town, and the other building of the museum —
a former monastery of Capuchin monks, whose cellars are
closely related to the national partisan movement in Stom-
paki and the Soviet Cheka. According to the memories of the
locals, people were held and tortured in these cellars. The old
museum building houses several exhibitions, with one of the
exhibitions dedicated to the 1920 freedom battles in Northern
Latgale, and the second - to the events of the Second World
War - the Jewish Holocaust in Vilaka and information about
the families who were shot. More information about each
family is available based on their street address. The exhibition
is supplemented by information about the national partisan
movement in Stompaki — various testimonies, photographs
and objects. Visitors can learn about the military heritage sites
in and around Vilaka, such as the Freedom Fighters Monu- V"G kq Museum o0
ment in Jaskova, which was demolished during the Soviet 2

era and restored in 1990, and the stele dedicated to the

recipients of the Order of Lacplésis. The sound of World War Balvu iela 13, Vilaka, |

Il aircraft is incorporated into the exhibition of the museum, Balvu nov., Latvija vilakamuzejs@balvi.lv

as the German Luftwaffe airfield was located near Vilaka. GPS: 57.18450, 27.66952

The museum offers an opportunity to see some memories of

the Second World War events in Vilaka, as well as fo receive
information about the German prisoner-of-war camp in Raci. 245 m @
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MILITARY HERITAGE
SITES IN THE

SOUTHERN PART -

LITHUANIA

Nr. Site Page
162 A Set of Railway Bridge Struc- 23 Fragment of the 4th Infantry
tures in Kurmaiciai 189 Regiment Rifle Range Wallin 32
Museum of Ancient Tech- Kupiskis : :
163 nique at Sodeliskiai Manor 23 199 Complex of 4th Infantry Regi- 5, The Site of the First and
Homestead ment Barracks in Kupiskis 2N gegond Jewish Holocaustin 39
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In Kurmaiciai (near Mazeikiai), a railway bridge is located
over the River Venta. This metal bridge with two masonry
watchtowers has been abandoned for many years. The
fraffic is organised on the new bridge built next to the
old one. The first wooden bridge over the River Venta
was built in 1871-1873 to carry important cargo for Tsa-
rist Russia. In 1904-1905, the bridge was replaced by a
stfronger wooden bridge, which was blown up in 1915
(during the First World War). In 1918, the bridge was re-
built as a metal structure. The new bridge became one
of the longest and widest single-frack bridges of its time,
measuring 70 m in length. Because of its strategic impor- o B )
tance, the bridge was heavily guarded during World War : Sl S L

Il. Stone watchtowers with bullet marks stand on both 162 A Set Of qulwqy Bridge SfrUCiureS

sides of the river, bearing evidence of shelling that once
took place. In 1941, German soldiers are said to have shot in Kurmaiciai e o @®
T. +370 44367177

approximately 4,000 people in the vicinity of the bridge.

The bridge was also carefully guarded during the second GeleZinio tilto g. 12, Kurmaitiy Kiutvi il
Soviet occupation. The bridge that is in use today was k., Mazeikiy r., Lietuva :/Ti]:iierlna:;e\i/:i:ac?l%;r::;fiﬁos-vietos/ elezinkelio-
built over the rubble of the first bridge that was blown up. GPS: 56.33905, 22.23857 ) ’ Y g

R tilto-per-venta-statiniu-kompleksas
Now you can see bridge structures from as many as three P P /

different periods in one place. 333 ﬂ w m

Sodeliskiai Manor Homestead, which houses the Museum
of Ancient Technique, is situated 13 km from Birzai. It was
opened in 2018 pursuant to the initiative of the farmers
Dalius and Neringa LinkeviCiai. The museum displays a
variety of historic vehicles, from bicycles to aeroplanes,
as well as old agricultural machinery and everyday life
objects from the Soviet era.

There is also a rich collection of military equipment. The
most inferesting exhibits include the LUAZ-967M amphibi-
_ ous vehicle, army motorcycles, and the GAZ-51 special
' military task vehicle, which was used during the war to
que at disinfect the linen and clothing of patients in the wartime

3 An

163 Museum of Ancient Techni

evi o o field hospitals. A separate section of the exhibition is dedi-

SOdeIISqul MO nor HomeSiead ® cated to the vehicles and paraphernalia of the Soviet mi-

Lauko g. 2, Sodeliskiy k., T.+370 61419177 litia. The museum has a large toy collection, with a large
Paceriaukstés sen., Birzy r., Lietuva sodeliskiai.info@gmail.com proportion of the collection allocated for military toys.

GPS: 56.28865, 24.64443 www.sodeliskiudvaras.lt
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The memorial sign is located north of Skilinpamasis, on the
Via Baltica motorway (E67, A10), next to the Latvian bor-
der, on the right side of the motorway.

On 23 August 1989, the three Baltic nations — Lithuanians,
Latvians and Estonians — united in a historic event called
the Baltic Way. On this day, fo commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact and its se-
cret protocol, a spectacular non-violent resistance event
was organised. Approximately two million people joined
hands to form a human chain that stretched for 650 kilo-
metres from Vilnius through Riga to Tallinn. The Baltic Way
has become not only a symbol of solidarity but also a
powerful message to the world about the determination
of the Baltic states to regain theirindependence.

One of the most important monuments commemorating

L2 Memorial Sign of the Lithuanian
and Latvian Section of the

the event is the memorial sign on the Lithuanian-Latvian B "-i W o
border, which was erected in 2014 based on the initia- d F qy
five of the members of the Lithuanian reform movement Prie Pasienio g. 10, Skilinpamusio k., Salociy sen., Pasvalio r., Lietuva

GPS: 56.27228, 24.36761

QSRR LTI 1] ¢ It

“Sqjudis” and the organisers of the 1989 Baltic Way.
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Joniskis Museum of History and Culture was established in
the centre of Joniskis in 1989. It features exhibitions reflect-
ing the historical and archaeological treasures, ethnic
culture and sacred art heritage of the region. Based on
the initiative of historian Darius Vicas. The museum has an
exhibition dedicated to the partisans of the Joniskis region.
In a separate room, you are infroduced to the person-
alities of partisans - fighters for Lithuanian freedom - and 3 o .

their struggle against the Soviet occupation. The exhibi- = .

fion features an authentic Olympia typewriter that served - - . -

the last partisans of the Joniskis region, Kostas Liuberskis- 'P"' — il , )
Ivainys and Steponas Erstikis-Patasonas. It was used to / = > \
print issues of the partisan periodical *Partizany S0viy e -

aidas” (Echo of Partisan Shofts). The underground news-

paper was published from 1952 to 1957 in the territory of Joniskis Museum of HiSi'Ol'y

the Juozapavicius homeland (on the outskirts of Akmene,
Joniskis, Zagaré and Kursénai districts). It is the last peri- Gnd CU"UI'e ®
odical published by partisans. The typewriter has been o o T. +370 65236945 .
modified for interactive access to information — by press- Vilniaus g. 6, Joniskis, Lietuva joniskiomuziejus@gmail.com
GPS: 56.23902, 23.61455 joniskiomuziejus.lt/ekspozicija/joniskio-

ing ifs keys, visitors see photos and hear stories about the
partisan resistance. The radio receiver in the display of the

collection also plays partisan songs. P “ m G m @ @

krasto-partizanai-1-ekspozicija/

It is located near Papilys, on the Birzai-Pandelys road
(KK123), near the villages of Galintiskis and Miliskiai.

According to the plans of the Soviet Army leadership, con-
struction of the following four road airfields was scheduled
in Lithuania to enable military aircraft to use these roads for
take-off and landing: next to Birzai (on the Birzai-Pandelys
road), Kartena (on the Siauliai-Palanga road), Kropiai (on
the Naujoji Akmene-Kruopiai road) and Sakiai (on the
Sakiai-Slavikai road). These sections of the road had to
be widened and have asphalted areas at the ends to
enable the aircraft to turn around. The Kartena and Sakiai
sections were built in the 1970s and repaired (at least the
Kartena section) in the 1990s. It is known that on 20 June

Airﬁe|d secﬁon of fhe Biriai_ 1983, the Kartena section was tested after repairs by land-

ing a military fighter on it. The Birziai and Kropiai sections

Pandélys Road @ had fo be built in the 1990s.

A 2-km-long and approximately 20-m-wide section of Birzai
has been preserved. The road has been widened, has a
more solid base and thicker asphalt surface, and there
are still aircraft turning areas at the ends of the section.

Kelio BirZai-Pandelys ruozas, Birzy r. sav., Lietuva
GPS: 56.12005, 24.93674

SSEA § [

The Cross Valley to Commemorate the Baltic Way memorial is
located on the eastern outskirts of Pasvalys on the Via Baltica
motorway (Eé7, A10).

On 23 August 1989, to commemorate the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of the signing of the criminal Molotov-Ribbentrop
Pact andits secret protocol, based on the initiative of the Lithu-
anian reform movement “Sqjudis”, the Latvian People’s Front
and the Estonian People’s Front, a live human chain linked the
capitals of the three Balltic states — Vilnius, Riga and Tallinn. Hold-
ing hands, approximately two million people joined togetherin
a living chain that was about 650 km long. This chain, known as
the Baltic Wayy, is one of the most remarkable and memorable
events on the road to independence of the countries occu-
pied by the Soviets.

To commemorate this event, memorial signs have been erect-
ed along the Baltic Way route (Vilnius-Ukmergé-Panevézys-
Pasvalys-Salociai). The Cross Valley to Commemorate the Baltic

Way is one of the monuments dedicated to this memorial route. Cross Vqlley to Commemorate the
The history of Cross Valley began on the eve of the Baltic Way °

when the residents of Pasvalys started using boulders to build BG"'IC qu ®

the Altar of Freedom. On 23 August, the crosses were installed Pasvalio aplinkkelio ir Baltijos kelio sankirta, Maliupiai, Pasvalio r. sav., Lietuva

in the valley by the participants of the Baltic Way from Pas- GPS: 56.06883, 24.43227

valys, Akmene, Joniskis, Kretinga, Mosédis, and Pakruoijis. Later,
crosses were erected to commemorate important events and

people of note, as well as crosses dedicated to the friendly 182 “ w
Norwegian and Swedish people.



Partisan Bunker and Memorial Cross can be found by
turning off the regional road 3604 (Rokiskis-Maineivos-
Naujasodé) between Juodupé and Ziobiskis in the direc-
fion of Plunksnociai Forest.

In 1947, the partisans of the Gediminas Company of the
Kunigaikstis Margiris (King Mdrgiris) Unit, led by Juozas Bu-
lavas-lksas, were located in the Plunksnociai forest stand.
Until 1948, they did not have a permanent wintering place,
so they took refuge with people who supported them.
After World War ll, Plunksnociai Forest was a swampy area
with a small mound in the middle of the swamp. In 1949,
the partisans set up a hiding place there. However, they
were betrayed by an infilirated Russian security agent,
who knew the location of the bunker. On 14 November
1949, after the partisans had fallen asleep, he threw anti-
tfank grenades into the bunker. Seven partisans died.
The partisan bunker has been restored and a memorial H ~ i

cross with the names of those who died there has been Cross In PlUﬂkSﬂOCICﬂ ForeSt ®
erected. Today, the surrounding forest is green and walk-
able. A monument and information signs have been
erected in a small square a few dozen metres from the
bunker, pursuant to the inifiative of the Young Riflemen

of RokiKis. 190 ﬂ m

Plunksnociy miskas, Rokiskio r., Lietuva
GPS: 56.06566, 25.45180

In 2014, the Jacob Bunka Charity and Support Foundation
established the Litvak (Lithuanian Jew) Memorial Garden in
Zemaitija National Park, approximately two kilometres from the
centre of Plateliai, in the village of Medseédziai. It is a monument
dedicated fo the eliminated Jewish communities of Lithuania.
The garden reproduces the contours of Lithuania, while the
sites where Jewish communities were eliminated in 1941-1944
are marked with wrought-iron apple trees. The author of the
carved apple frees is ArtGras Platakis. The apples in the trees
signify families that have lived in these communities. Litvaks
from around the globe can participate in the development of
the garden by ordering new apple trees and apples in memory
of their ancestors. The garden also features pillars made of
Karelian granite that individually celebrate the achievements
of Litvaks worldwide.

In 2016, the initiative was extended fo include the Litvaks, who

L“-qu Memoriq| Garden o lived throughout the territory of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania,

and the rescuers of Jews during the Holocaust. A billboard at

. - T.+370 44849231 the enfrance to the garden tells the story of former Jewish com-
Zemaitiy Kalvarijos g. 51, eugenijusbunka@gmail.com munities throughout Lithuania.

Medsedziai, Plunges ., Lietuva visitplunge.lt/lankytinos-vietos/litvaku- Currently, apple trees to commemorate the Jewish commu-

GPS: 56.06126, 21.82099 S g nifies of Alytus, AlsedZiai, Kalvarijia, Mosedis, Plateliai, Plunge,

TelSiai, Vabalninkas, Vieksniai, and others have "grown’ at the
B[~ [ ¢ i@ Gcen

The Orvidai Homestead-Museum is located near Salantai, on the
right side of the road Salantai-Plunge (KK169) (there are informa-
fion signs).

The site was started more than 40 years ago by a family of
stone cutters — a father and son — Kazimieras and Vilius Orvidai
(1905-1989; 1952-1992). During the land improvement works, they
brought interesting-looking stones scheduled for crushing and
centuries-old frees from the surrounding fields to their homestead
and used them to create religious monuments. The works cre-
ated by the Orvidai themselves at their farm homestead, as well
as works by other artists displayed there did not conform to Soviet
ideological and artistic canons: the works made of stone, wood,
metal and old agricultural tools intertwined the symbolism of dif-
ferent religions (Catholic, Pagan, Buddhist). The homestead was
also well known to those who did not fit into the reality of Soviet
life. The place became a site of refuge and gathering for those
who thought differently. The Soviet power repeatedly planned
to destroy this environment, however, people managed to pre- . .
serve it. The Orvidai homestead became very popular during Orvidai Homestead-Museum @
the Lithuanian revival.

AN IS-2 tank welcomes visitors af the Orvidai Homestead-Museum.
This tank was developed by the Soviet Union during World War Il
as aresponse to the German Tiger |. The name IS is an acronym
for the Soviet tyrant Joseph Stalin. This tank was formerly located
in Salantai as part of the Memorial dedicated to the World War ll

Soviet burial. In 1991, it was relocated to the Orvidai homestead 313 ﬂ w G @ @ @

and became an exhibit. 25

T. +370 61328624
info@orvidusodyba.lt
orvidusodyba.lt/muziejus/

Plungés g. 18, Gargzdelés k.,
Imbares sen., Kretingos r., Lietuva
GPS: 56.05118, 21.61066




In 1960, the Sateikiai Ground Missile Base was built in the for-
ests adjacent to Sateikiai of Plungé district. It was one of four
bases of its kind in Lithuania. Four launching pads for R-12 (SS-4
Sandal) medium-range ballistic missiles had been built at the
base. Once the signal was received, the missiles could be fired
at the European countries of the NATO bloc.

In 1962, during the Caribbean crisis, nuclear missiles were
moved from the Sateikiai missile base to central Cuba. The
highest level of alert at this base was declared in 1968 during
the Prague Spring — the democratic change in Czechoslova-
kia. At the time, one of the missiles was aimed at the Federal
Republic of Germany because the NATO bloc was likely to
support the Czechoslovak rebels with its own weapons. e
The Sateikiai base was closed in around 1978 because it was

considered obsolete and its maintenance - irrational. The clo- 1 71

sure was also prompted by the fact that by the 1980s it was §Gieikiai Ground MiSSile Base )
clear that US intelligence services had identified the locations
of stationary missile launch bases.

The abandonment of the missile launch site caused structural
damage to buildings. The remains of six reinforced concrete
warehouses (hangars) are still present on the grounds of the
base, as well as bush-covered surface launching pads for

rockets. o “

turizmas@plunge.lt
visitplunge.lt/lankytinos-vietos/
sateikiu-antzemine-raketine-baze/

§ateikiu Radaiciai, Plunges r., Lietuva
GPS: 56.03736, 21.69218

On 31 December 1962, one of the first underground launch
complexes for R-12 balllistic missiles in the Soviet Union, the
Dvina underground launch complex, was put into opera-
tion in Plokstiné Forest (Plungé district).

Between 1963 and 1978, four R12 medium-range ballistic
missiles (SS-4 Sandal) equipped with a 2.3-megatonne nu-
clear warhead were deployed at the complex. All the mis-
siles were aimed at Western European countries. This com-
plex, together with similar surface-launched missile bases,
formed a single Soviet nuclear arsenal in Lithuania, which
was capable of destroying the whole of Europe. In its 16
years of operation, not a single missile was fired, despite
the declaration of combat readiness during the Prague
Spring in 1968.

After the Soviet soldiers left on 18 June 1978, the poorly
guarded military facility was vandalised and looted. In 1993,

Cold qu Exposiﬁon o when the complex was handed over to the Zemaitija No-
. tional Park Directorate, its restoration began. In 2012, the
Silinés g. 4, Ploksgiai, T. +370 67786574 Cold War exposition was opened.
Plunges r. Lietuva ilona.urnikiene@zemaitijosnp.lt Today, this once very secret and guarded place is open to
GPS:56.03222, 21.90625 zemaitijosnp.lt/ekspozicijos/ the public. A historical exposition on the Cold War period

is on display at the former missile and equipment control
311 m w @ room house. To date, it is the only museum in Europe where
m @ @ a preserved underground missile launch silo is on display.

In 1962, one of the first underground launch complexes for R-12
ballistic missiles in the Soviet Union, the Dvina, was put into op-
eration in Plokstineé Forest (Plungé district).

A military camp was set up 0.5 km from the missile launch site. It
occupied an area of 12 hectares, and approximately 30 build-
ings were built here for various purposes, including residential
houses (barracks), officers’ headquarters, two canteens, a boil-
er house, a power station, a medical post, a club, a pig farm,
warehouses, garages, and other structures.

The Plokstiné underground missile launching complex was op-
eratfional until 18 June 1978. The Soviet soldiers left the areq,
taking only their weapons with them. In 1979, the management
of the former military complex was fransferred to the Republican
Association of Agricultural Recreation Facilities of Plungé District,
and the Plateliai Pioneer Recreation Camp “Zuvédra” was es-
tablished at the military campus site. The site was reconstructed
and adapted to the needs of the camp, which operated until
1990. After the restoration of Lithuanian independence, the

E&) Plokstine Military Town @

Pioneer Camp was closed. g Silinés g. 6, Ploksciai, Plungés r., Lietuva Tl U 6.17.86575 .
Since 1993, the site has been managed by the Zemaitija Na- GPS: 56.02628. 21.90789 ilona.urnikiene@zemaitijosnp.t
' zemaitijosnp.lt/ekspozicijos/

tional Park Directorate. In 2017, many of the structures on the
military campus were demolished due to their state of disrepair. . . . . . ﬂ m m . @ . . m
Today, there are about ten buildings left at the site, and visitors 9} g LT JRUJEN T @ Fx

may see them from the outside. Information boards about the @

former buildings and their functions have been installed.
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The area is accessible via a forest road, which is located
by taking road No. 3111 past RinkGnai and crossing the
River Pyvesa.

After the War of Independence (1918-1940), northern Lithu-
ania, especially Pasvalys and Joniskis districts, had a strong
fradition of partisan fighting. The first partisan units were or-
ganised here. This fradition, although not very pronounced,
continued after the Second World War, and, in 1944, sepa-
rate partisan units began to form in the region.

From 1944-1946, Jonas Alencikas-Draginas was the com-
mander of the partisan unit operating in Zadeikiai Forest. In
1945, the partisans led by him set up a rather large bunker
in Zadeikiai Forest — it was 30 metres long and é metres wide.
Such type of bunker perfectly reflects the first phase of the

Lithuanian partisan struggle, when the partisans operated 1 74 Partisan Bunker in
inlarge units and lived in large bunkers or forest camps. The 4 e s e

bunker was destroyed during a battle, but when Lithuania quelqul ForeSt .
regained its independence, it was rebuilt by the Pasvalys

Infantry Company. The bunker is currently maintained by Pumpény sen., Pasvalio ., Lietuva

the Pasvalys Museum of Local History. A partisan settlement GPS: 55.99463, 24.44943

has beenrestored next to the bunker, and a new memorial
cross and information stand have been installed.

QSN ] 1] 1 [

The museum is located in TelSiai, on the north-western shore
of Lake Mastis. In 2024, the Samogitian Museum “Alka”
opened its doors after reconstruction. The museum presents
the history and culture of Zemaitija region — archaeological
finds, rare and interesting historical objects, a collection of
ethnographic treasures, works of inter-war and diaspora
artists, as well as the heritage of the outstanding estates
of Zemaitija. The museum also attracts visitors in terms of its
collection of military heritage, with three interesting exhibi-
fions dedicated to it.
One of them is the audiovisual installation “The Fracture
of Eras”, which is supplemented by a small exhibition of
World War Il artefacts. A special exhibition is divided info
two parts — the Nazi German occupation and the Soviet
L - occupation, which features authentic objects used by sol-
‘| 75 diers and video projections. In the “Lost Stories” part of the
one B . exhibition, the stories of different people and families reveal
Sa moglflan Museum “Alka” ©® @ the period in the history of the nation, during which the
terror of the Soviet occupation regime reigned against the
Muziejaus g. 31, TelSiai, Lietuva . local population. The exhibition “Partisan War in Zemaitija” is
. alka@muziejusalka.lt . . . . R R
GPS: 55.97527, 22.23572 ey stylised, demonstrating the interior of a partisan hideout. The
- exhibition provides an insight into the structure of the Lithu-

187 ﬂ w G m @ anian partisans and displays authentic historical objects
o5 and samples of weapons, a fragment of a documentary
m @ @ film, and photographs of the partisans.

| T. +370 64470282

The Rainiai Chapel of Suffering is located in the village of
Rainiai, at a distance of five kilometres from TelSiai, off road
No. 160 TelSiai-Varniai-Laukuva.

On 25 and 26 June 1941, one of the most horrific massacres in
the history of the Soviet occupation of Lithuania took place in
Rainiai Forest. At night, the Red Army and the Soviet repressive
authorities brutally tortured 75 political prisoners to death in
TelSiai Prison. A few days later, a passer-by found the victims
buried in a mass grave.

In 1943, a chapel was built in memory of the victims, which was
built according to the sketch of the architect Jonas Virakas. In
1944, with the return of Soviet rule, the chapel was destroyed.
Later, in 1990, after Lithuania regained its independence, the
architect A. Zebrauskas started to build a new chapel based
on the sketches by the same author. The chapel was conse-
crated on 23 June 1991 to commemorate the 50th anniver- Rainiai Chapel of SUffering o0
sary of the Rainiai massacre.

The Rainiai Chapel of Suffering is dedicated not only to the

L - T. +370 68475309, +370 68227662
morfy(s of the Rainiai but also fo the memory of all Thg VI.CTImS Telsiy g. 1, Rainiai, Telsiy r., Lietuva e e P
of Soviet terror. A stone cross carved by sculptor R. Midvikas is GPS: 55.96441, 22.29494 sl P G e ko

erected in the forest near the chapel, where political prison-
ers were fortured. Three more wooden crosses painted in the
colours of the national flag can be seen on the road. 282 ﬂ w @ @



Monument and Partisan Dugout Shelter of the Narimantas
company of the Kardas unit are located in the Kretinga dis-
frict, after furning off road No. 2308 onfo Mokyklos Street and
approaching the forest near Zibininkai.

In western Lithuania, in Palanga Municipality of the time, a
Narimantas (Pusis) company of the Lithuanian Freedom Move-
ment of the Kardas unit of Zemaitija region, commanded by
Major Jurgis Ozeraitis, operated from 1947, where men from
the area fought. The partisans of Narimantas Company built a
bunker in the forests of AlsedZiai, which, as a result of treason,
was besieged by the soldiers of the 24th Riflemen Regiment of
the Internal Troops of the KGB and the Palanga Parish Destroyer
Unit on 7 February 1949. As the partisans tried to break the
siege, five members of the company died.

On 18 September 2009, the doors.ofj.h.e restqred porhson. pun- 1 77 MOnumenf Gnd quﬁsqn DUgOUi
ker were ceremoniously opened in Zibininkai Forest on Vilimas A

Hill. Here, on the initiative of Petras Gabrenas, the former chair- She"er Of ihe Na"mantas

man of the Palanga Association of Exiles and Political Prisoners, Compq ny of the Kardas Unit @
through the care of Rada MatuleviCiené, the owner of the .

brewery “HBH Juozo”, as well as with the support of the Kret- Zibininky miskas, Kretingos r., Lietuva

inga Forestry, the former bunker of the Narimantas Company GPS: 55.95649, 21.15118

of the Kardas Partisan Unit was authentically restored and a

monument was erected. 324 “ m

The Siauliai History Museum is located on Ausros Avenue in cen-
tral Siauliai. After reconstruction, the museum opened its doors
in 2022. It is housed in the historical Ausros Museum building,
which was built in 1932 based on the design of a local architect,
Vlad Bite. Originally it was a school building, while a part of the
building was dedicated for the purposes of the museumin 1933.
Today, the Siauliai History Museum combines state-of-the-art
technology with traditional exhibitions and a modern exhibition
of museum funds. Here, visitors are infroduced to the history of
Siauliai, from the earliest records about the area to the procla-
mation of the Republic of Lithuania in 1918.

Part of the exhibition is devoted to war themes. The first-floor hall
features a restored short film that is based on historical docu-
ments about the Battle of the Sun that took place in the Siauliai
areq; there are also exhibits (objects, documents, photos) relat-

Q: il Hi ed to World Warl, which severely devastated the city, resulting

SIGUIIOI HISiory MUSGU m . . in the loss of both inhabitants and infrastructure. The exhibition

Augros al. 47, Siauliai, Lietuva T +370 41524386' . also @sploys evidence Qf the battles ogom‘s’r the Bermontians,
GPS: 55.93907. 23.30594 info@ausrosmuziejus.lt who invaded the fown in 1919 and vandalised the houses.

' ausrosmuziejus.lt/istorijos-muziejus/ The contfent of the exhibitions of Siauliai History Museum is ex-

panded by knowledge rooms and an open-air exhibition. The
216 ﬂ m G @ m museum also has an exhibition and event hall for multifunc-
ryn tional activities.
EE

The Museum of the History of Freedom Fights is located on Vy-
tauto Street, Obeliai (Obeliai-Zarasai road KK117) on the left
side (aroad sign is installed on the road).

Founded in 1998, the museum infroduces the development
of the Lithuanian state, the history of the Obeliai region and
Lithuanian folk art. A large part of the exhibition is devoted to
the theme of freedom fights.

The evidence of the freedom fights was collected and donat-
ed to the museum by a teacher and former partisan, Andriejus
Druckus (1928-2018).

In addition to the themes of Soviet repressions, deportations,
the partisan war, the anti-Soviet resistance movement, and the
rebirth of independence, which reflect the experiences of the
Obeliai region, the museum also stands out due to its peculiar
accents. The museum presents the history of the erection, de-
struction and restoration of the unique monument dedicated
o the participants of the June 1941 uprising and the victims of

Soviet terror. An overview of the Lithuanian defence system MuseUm Of ‘I'he Hisi‘ory Of Freedom
after 1990 s also provided, as well as uniforms of the Lithuanian ° ° . 0

Armed Forces and other services. The open-air exhibition of Flghis In Obellql 0000

the museum has replicas of a Lithuanian partisan bunker and T.+370 68613741

a Siberian barracks for deportees on display. The sites can be Vytauto g. 18, Obeliai, Rokigkio r., Lietuva obeliai@muziejus.rokiskyje.lt
visited individually, and special educational programmes are GPS: 55.93844, 25.79625 muziejusrokiskyje.lt/apie-muzieju/
also offered, which enable visitors fo experience the everyday obeliu-muziejus

life of partisans and deportees to understand what it was like e
fo live in a bunker or barracks. léQﬂwm



The Hill of Rebels is a sandy hill in western Siaulici, where both
World Wars left their marks.

The site became notorious in the second half of the 19th cen-
tury when the members of the 1863-1864 uprising were buried
on the hill and sentenced to death for fighting against the op-
pression by the Tsarist Russian Empire. The site gave rise to ter-
rifying legends and was abandoned and rarely visited; finally, it
became known as the Hill of Rebels. During the First World War,
soldiers of the German Empire were buried here.

In 1926, work on landscaping the hill started. Karolis Reisonas, a
city engineer, offered to design an obelisk for the monument
dedicated to the rebels. In 1928, the 10th anniversary of the
independence of Lithuania was celebrated and Rebel Garden
was opened on the Hill of Rebels, however, the construction of
the monument was not completed until 1935. The monument,
a 14-metre-high pink granite obelisk, was unveiled and conse- o
crated, and the remains of the rebels were reburied. The Hill of Rebels ® ®
During the Second World War, the soldiers of the Third Reich,
who died in 1941-1944, were buried on the hill.

During the Soviet occupation, the gravestones were disman-
fled, butin 1955-1957, the obelisk of the Hill of Rebels was recon-
structed — all national and religious symbols were removed from

it. In 1988, fo commemorate the 125th anniversary of the upris-
ing, the authentic appearance of the monument was restored. 214 ﬂ w m

The Venclauskiai House-Museum is an outstanding example of
historical architecture from the inter-war period in Siaulici. The
building, also known as the White Castle, was built for the family
of Kazimieras Venclauskas and Stanislava Venclauskieneé in 1926
on the land of the former suburb of Siauliai City. Kazimieras and
Stanislava Venclauskiai — members of the Lithuanian national
movement and the restoration of the Lithuanian state, are also
famous as guardians of many orphans and abandoned chil-
dren.

During the Second World War, Stanislava Venclauskiené and
her daughters Danuté and Grazbylé became famous as res-
cuers of Jews. Ignoring the fact that, during the war, the Ger-
man commandant’s office was stationed in their house, they
helped the Jews imprisoned in the Siauliai ghetto by hiding them
in the house. Danuté Venclauskaité had a permit to enter the
Siauliai ghetto, so she secretly brought food and medicine with
her when she visited. All three women have been awarded the

Venclauskiai House-Museum @ fichiciadbeepteiaavi b Wetieti oo i
| T. +370 41524397 ing Cross.

T. +370 41523110
info@ausrosmuziejus.lt
ausrosmuziejus.lt/sukileliu-kalnelis/

Vilniaus g. 263,
Siauliai, Lietuva
GPS: 55.93627, 23.30515

Vytauto g. 89, Siauliai, Lietuva i - In 1991, Grazbyle and Danuté Venclauskaités donated their
GPS: 55.92757, 23.31558 . Jus. : ) family house to the Ausros Museum in Siauliai. The Venclauskiai
ausrosmu2|ejus.lt/venclausk|u-namal/ X R
House-Museum was opened in 2019 after the reconstruction of
217 m m G @ m the building. The permanent exhibition of the museum fells the
story of the Venclauskiai family, while the semi-basement rooms
@ @ are dedicated to the Holocaust and the rescue of the Jews.

On 22 October 2021, the Square for the Righteous Among the
Nations (monument) was inaugurated in Siauliai, at the inter-
section of Ezero and Vilniaus streets. It is the first monument to
the Righteous Among the Nations in Lithuania. The monument
was created by the designer Adas Toleikis, a native of Siauliai,
and the idea of the monument was initiated by Sania Kerbelis,
the chairman of the Jewish community of Siauliai County.

The monument “Jungtis” is engraved with the surnames of
the “Righteous Among the Nations” of Siauliai County, thus
commemorating 148 Jewish rescuers, while artistic accents
mark the gates of the Siauliai Ghetto. There were two ghet-
tos in Siauliai: in the so-called Kaukazo Quarter and in the
Ezero-Traky Street Quarter. Physically strong and able-bodied
people were sent to the first one, and specialists (doctors,

mechanics, etc.) to the second. The Siauliai Ghetto was es- H
tablished in the summer of 1941 on the orders of the Siaulici squ,qre for the nghieOUS Among the
Commandant and liquidated in 1944 with the refreat of Nazi Nations (Monument) @

German troops. The remaining Jews were tfransferred to Stut-
thof and Dachau concentration camps. More than 5,950
Jews were imprisoned in the Ghettos. During the inter-war
period, Siauliai was home to about 6,500-8,000 Jews, some

of whom left voluntarily into mainland Russia. After the Holo-
caust, there were only about 350-500 Jews left. 244 m w

T. +370 41523110

EZero g. 18, Siauliai, Lietuva tic@visitsiauliai.lt

GPS: 55.92573, 23.32551 visitsiauliai.lt/lankytinos-vietos/
pasaulio-tautu-teisuoliu-skveras-2/
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In the village of Kausénai (Plungé district), a memorial to the
victims of the Kau$enai Holocaust has been established at the
site of the murder of the Jews. The memorial is dedicated to the
Jewish communities of Plungé and the surrounding villages that
were destroyed during World War |l

The memorial was established based on the initiative of the last
Jew of Plungé, Jakovas Bunka. The first monument fo the victims
of the Second World War was erected in 1952, andin 1986-1989,
a memorial fo commemorate the murdered Jews was created
from oak monuments. 1,800 bricks of the demolished Plunge
Synagogue were used to build the Memorial Wallin 2011, where
each brick is dedicated to the memory of someone murdered,
and plaques with the known names of 1,200 (out of 1,800) Jews
are affixed to the wall. The Alleyway of the Rescuers is located
near the memorial, and the names of those who rescued the

condemned Jews in Plungé and its surroundings during the Nazi 1 83 '

occupation are inscribed on the posts in the alleyway. Memoriq| of ihe HOlOCG USi

On 12 and 13 July 1941, about 1,800 Jews from the Plungé district q o q v o q

were murdered on Kausénai Hill, having been held for two weeks Victims in Kausenai @

in brutal conditions in the Plungé synagogue before that. On the . L T. +370 64053644

day of the genocide, those who could were made fo walk five Birutes g., Kausénai, eugenijusbunka@gmail.com

kilometres to the place of execution, while the rest were frans- Plungés. r., Lietuva visitplunge lt/lankytinos-vietos/kausenu-

ported in separate groups by lorry. The victims were ordered to GPS: 55.92030, 21.782¢68 [N S S
dig their own graves and then they were shot.

The memorial is one of the fen most impressive memorials in 328 ﬂ w

Europe reflecting the tragedy of the Jewish people.

b

a

The museum is located in downtown Palanga, in one of
the smallest wooden villas of the Palanga resort — Vaidilute.
It was established in 1993, based on the initiative of the
Palanga branch of the Lithuanian Union of Political Prisoners
and Deportees. The department continues to look after the
museum today on a community basis. The volunteers have
adapted the villa to the specific needs of the museum and
lead the tours themselves.

o . 0 The exhibition tells the story of the participation of Lithuani-
Exile and Resistance Museum in ans in the resistance movement and the deportations that

PO'C"'IgCI (X ) destroyed people’s lives.

J. Basanaviciaus g. 21,
Palanga, Lietuva
GPS: 55.91765, 21.06096

T. +370 69995563
visit-palanga.lt/lankytinos-vietos/tremties-ir-
rezistencijos-muziejus/

Q5K ] 1 O] @

Lithuanian Officers’ Club Villa “Ramoveé” is located in downtown
Palanga. It is a typical example of resort building architecture,
perfectly fitting into the architectural design of Palanga of the
fime. It was purchased, renovated and rented by the officer
community of the Lithuanian Army.

In 1934, the Club of the Lithuanian Army Officers and Military Of-
ficials bought a two-storey villa from the funds donated by club
members and named it “Ramové”. The following year, based
on the instructions from the Military Housing Unit, the renovation
of the villa began. The roof of the villa was repaired, the visitor
rooms were furnished, and new furniture was brought in. During
the inter-war period, multiple famous officers of the Lithuanian
Army and their families stayed in this villa, which was very popular
in summer. In 1936, at a general meeting of the Club of Lithu-

anian Army Officers and Military Officials, the decision was made . e e ==

to prepare a design for a canteen and a new villa for 100 visitors. 1 85 T ) —

In 1939, a project for the major reconstruction of the villa was e ° ’ °
drawn up, which included nine entrances, a glazed hallway in LIithnlqn Ofﬁcers CIUb VI"CI
the centre of the building, and a balcony on the second floor. “Ramove” @

These plans were not meant to become reality, and the renova-

fions resulted in the villa being extended by just a few rooms. On Birutes al. 46, Palanga, Lietuva

31 December 1940, the villa and the grounds of the villa were GPS: 55.91541, 21.05627

handed over to the Soviet Army.

Today, the villa hosts events and conferences of national de-

fence industries and the events of the Lithuanian Armed Forces, 330
and accommodates soldiers en route to military exercises.
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In around 1928, on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the
proclamation of the independence of the Republic of Lithu-
ania, the construction of the Freedom Monument was started
in Plungé, on Laisvés Avenue, with the monument built in ac-
cordance with the design by the artist Kleinauskas. The project
was completed in 1931 and was recognised as the highest (18
m) Freedom Monument in Zemaitija.

The idea of the monument did not satisfy the Catholic commu-
nity of the city, who felt that the main figure of the monument
— a plaster sculpture of a winged angel holding a sword and a
crown —looked too vulgar and bare. Therefore, the original idea
of erecting the Freedom Monument in front of the church was
rejected and it was installed on Laisvés Avenue. There is a story
that the sculpture has been stoned by the tfownspeople. The city
authorities did not like the monument either — Independence
Day celebrations were held at the statue of St Florian, ignoring
the Freedom Monument.

Finally, in around 1936, the ruined sculpture was dismantled, and
in around 1950-1953, the Soviet occupation authorities blew up

Freedom Monument in Plunge @

the remains of the monument in order to combat the expres- Laisvés al. 10, T +370 b4 m
sion of freedomideas. In 1992, the monument was restored and Plungé, Lietuva t. ,3 06 05136 "
consecrated. The new sculpture and coat of arms were cast in GPS: 55.91480, 21.84445 urizmas@plunge.

bronze. The author of the restored monument is sculptor Vilimas

Ketvirtis. The sculpture of the angel was cast in St Petersburg, 288 ﬂ m

while the coats of arms of Plunge —in Kaunas.

In 1947, partisans of the Zarénai company of the Satrija Unit, led
by Edmundas Rekasius-Lakinas, were stationed in the thicket
of the Forest of the God of Thrones (TelSiai district). On 21 May
1949, during an operation by the KGB, a partisan camp was
discovered, with 11 partisans in the camp at the time.
Seven partisans, including the commander of the Satrija unit,
Aloyzas Mazutis-Sarnas, were killed in the exchange of fire.
During the operation, four partisans were captured, and three
of them - seriously wounded. Company commanders Edmun-
das Rekasius-Lakinas and Steponas Rekasdius-Darius managed
to escape the siege. The burial places of the partisans killed in
battle were determined by brothers Alfredas and Romualdas
Jonusas, based on eyewitness testimonies and KGB documents.
Nowadays, a cognitive trail has been developed at the Forest
e = R s S of the God of Thrones, where you can see the place where
187 Cogniﬁve Nature Trail in the Forest of partisans died, the memorial cross, as well as the restored bun-
ker where Zigmas Tomkus, the head of the operational divi-

the God of Thrones with Partisan Bunker sion of the Satrija Unit of Zemaitija County, lived and worked

D

and Monuments @ from 1947-1948, and where the partisans of the Satrija Unit of

: . . : . T.+370 61863448 Zemaitija County stayed in May 1949. While walking along the
D'eYO oslly s, vk, Tl turizmocentras@telsiai.lt trail, you can see the restored partisan dugout of the Zarénai
r. ngtuva visit.telsiai.lt/lankytinos-vietos/dievo- Company, the place where a partisan, Irena Belazaraité-
GPS: 5590041, 22.17552 kreslo-miskas/ Zibuoklg, died, where a chapel has been installed, a cross

with the surnames of the fallen partisans, @ monument to the
\°~] 275 A . ames ¢ > <
partisans of Zemaitija, and other memorial items.

The monument to the Soldiers Killed for Lithuania's Freedom
in 1919-1920, in the battles of freedom, is located in Kupiskis
Cemetery and is part of the Lithuanian Volunteers Memorial.
The monument was built based on the design of Antanas
Aleksandravicius; funds were donated by the residents of
Kupiskis and surrounding towns and villages, as well as mem-
bers of the Lithuanian Riflemen’s Union and the Spring Union.
The monument is made of concrete, with steps at the base
and a white rectangular obelisk that has white Gediminas
columns and a cross at the top on a cubic grey pedestal. This

was the basic symbol of the burial of volunteer soldiers, which Monumeni to fhe SOIdierS Ki"ed for
was not demolished during the Soviet occupation, but the N o i

symbolism was covered with plaster at the time. Lithuania’s Freedomin 1919-1920 @
In 1989, on the initiative of the Sgjudis of Kupiskis, the monu-

ment was reconstructed and consecrated. Senosios Kupiskio kapinés, Kupiskis, Lietuva

GPS: 55.84108, 24.99524

QSIEd 1] 1 [hi](P) N



In 1936, the largest barracks complex in inter-war Lithu-
ania was completed in Kupiskis. The barracks town, built
in the modernist architectural style of the time, consisted
of 12 buildings. After the completion of the town, the 4th
Infantry Regiment Battalion and the 2nd Battery of the 1st
Artillery Regiment were redeployed to Kupiskis Barracks.

Today, Kupiskis preserves not only the barracks buildings
from the inter-war period, which are now adapted for
civilian use, but also a fragment of the regimental firing
range — a massive concrete wall. It is believed to be a
shooting stand for bullets. At the stand, the regiment set

Il:34 Fragment of the 4th Infantry

up two rifle ramparts. A sculpture of a Lithuanian infantry Regimeni Rifle Ra nge Wall in
soldier from the inter-war period is installed at the top of D4
the concrete wall. KUpISkIS ®

P. Mazylio g. 24, Kupiskis, Lietuva
GPS: 55.83535, 24.99090

QS 1  JHH](P)

In 1936, the largest complex of barracks in inter-war Lithua-
nia was built in Kupiskis. At the same time, it was the largest
building constructed in Kupiskis between the wars, and the
inhabitants of the fown were also involved in its construc-
fion. This is a testimony to the strategic importance of the
town in the defence plans of Lithuania to hold off a Polish
offensive in the event of war and, at the same time, to
cover for the mobilisation effort inside the country. A bat-
falion of the 4th Infantry Regiment and the 2nd Battery of
the 1st Artillery Regiment were stationed at Kupiskis bar-
racks, with a total of approximately 700 soldiers.

The barracks town of Kupiskis consisted of approximately
12 buildings, barracks, stables, an officer club, a shooting
range, etc. Furthermore, they were modernist architectur-
al style barracks with electricity, air ventilation, water sup-

Comp|ex Of 41-h |nfq ni-ry Regimeni ply, and sewerage systems, which radically changed the
. . . living conditions of officers and soldiers and maintained

Barracks in Kupiskis ® high hygiene standards.
Nowadays, the building at 53B Gedimino Street belongs to
Gedimino g. 53 A - F, Kupiskis, Lietuva Kupiskis District Municipality and is in use. The ground floor
GPS: 55.83386, 24.98132 of the building houses the sewing workshop of Lelija AS;

half of the first floor is used by the association “Sveikatos

ﬂ w taku” (On the health path), and Kupiskis Public Library op-
9 156 erates the entire third floor of the building.

The museum is located 10 km from Panevézys, on the left
side of the Panevézys-Pasvalys road (A10; section E67 of
Via Baltica) (an informative road sign has been installed).
The museum was established in 2016, inspired by the
aviator and aviation enthusiast Virmantas Puidokas, and
is located on the grounds of the |stra airfield. The airfield
dates back to 1984 when planes took off from the airfield
to spread fertilisers or other chemicals on the agricultural
fields. The museum has an open-air and indoor exhibition.
The open-air exhibition features Soviet-era Su-15, MiG-21
and MiG-23 fighters, Mi-2 and Mi-8 helicopters, as well as
L-29 military trainer aircraft built in Czechoslovakia (all air-
craft were built in the 1960s and 1970s). Indoor exhibitions
infroduce the history of aviation in the world and in Lithu-
ania, as well as military aviation equipment, devices and “!si-rq" Aviqﬁon Museum (Y X )
paraphernalia of World War I, World War Il and the Cold
War. A collection of military pilot equipment, rescue, com-
munication, audio recording and other equipment from
different countries is on display, as well as a collection of
daggers from the parade uniforms of Air Force officers.

Panevézior., Lietuva info@aviapark.lt
GPS: 55.82853, 24.36041 aviapark.lt

QSR T 1] ¢ [l O Plt] @] ] O

Jstro g. 4, Stanioniy k., Pajstrio sen., | T. +370 61839936
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The site can be accessed from the town of Antazave by
forest roads.

At the end of 1944, the Lokio Unit of Lithuanian partisans
was formed in the area of Antazaveé in north-eastern
Lithuania. It was led by a former Lithuanian Army officer,
Captain Mykolas Kazanas. The unit established five dug-
out shelters at Lake Vincezeris, in the uplands of the dense
spruce and pine forests of Antazave.

On 26 December 1944 (27 December according to other
sources), the Battle of Antazavé Forest took place here.
It was one of the largest partisan battles in eastern Lithu-
ania. The partisan camp was surrounded by Soviet Army
units from Utena and Zarasai, as well as soldiers stationed
in Antazave Parish. After a day-long struggle, 85 partisans
managed to break the siege and successfully retreated.
One partisan died during the retreat. 1 92 . . o
Currently, two partisan dugouts have been built on the site Antazave Battle Site and Partisan

of the partisan camp, and battle positions, a cross, a me- DUgOUi She"-er Gi' LG ke Vinéeieris [

morial plaque, and benches for visitors o the camp have
been installed at the site. The partisans’ dugouts are out-
standing in terms of their size — they are relatively large and
massive underground structures and differed significantly
from partisan bunkers that were later built in the forests of

Lithuania. 9} 148 ﬂ m

Antazaves sen., Zarasy r., Lietuva
GPS: 55.81584, 25.89458

It is located near Palilniskis, on the left side of the PaliGniskis-
Vabalninkas road (KK191) (a signpost is installed), and it is ac-
cessible by a forest road.

Green Forest is the place where the participants of the 1863—
1864 uprising, the murderers of the Jews of 1941, as well as the
Soviet and Lithuanian partisans, have left their fraces. It was
also used by the Soviet Army. The forest was the site of a Soviet
Air Force training ground, where bombing and shooting exer-
cises took place. Locals have nicknamed the site “the bom-
barderia” because of the bomb pits that sfill persist. A Soviet
military base was also stationed in the forest. Little is known
about its purpose and history. It was probably built between
1961 and 1977 and is believed to have been a reserve base
for military communications. The media, however, likes to re-
ferto it as the Reserve Command Post of the Baltic Military Dis-

Sovie‘l‘ Army Mili‘l‘qry que in ‘I'he Green frict. A reinforced concrete panel fence, a bunker and ruins

I ” of ancillary buildings have been preserved.

ForeSt / Bunker quk Of Ideqs o In 2019, an amusement park — the “Bunker” Park of Ideas —
Vabalninko g. 73, Likpetriy k., Karsakigkio T +370 61690666 was created here. The former bunker has Cold War-era mili-
sen., PaneveZior., Lietuva info@idejuparkasbunkeris.lt tary and civil defence equipment on display, and there is
GPS: 55.80846, 24.43068 idejuparkasbunkeris.t also a horror room in the bunker, with extensive use of military

equipment and Soviet-era household items as decorations.

s The bunker is surrounded by a park of metal sculptures.
2 EHDOLIERQERDEEE v i

Arestored deportation frain carriage is located near Radviliskis
railway station as a reminder of the tragic history of the mass
deportations of the inhabitants of the Republic of Lithuania
fo remote areas of the Soviet Union by the Soviet occupa-
tion authorities from 1941-1952. More than 3,000 people were
deported from Radviliskis alone.

In total, approximately 135,500 people were deported from
Lithuania from 1941-1952. On 14 June 1941 — the first day of
mass deportations in Lithuania — train carriages began to be
“filed” with the inhabitants of Radviliskis and the surrounding
area.

In 2012, the carriage was handed over to Radviliskis District
Municipality by the Vytautas the Great Special Operations ° . °
Jaeger Battalion of Lithuanian Armed Forces with the media- Depo”qhon Trqln qu"qge LA
fion of the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lith-
uania. The authentic deportation frain carriage was brought
from Kaunas and carefully restored by the railwaymen, and
now it houses a small exhibition.

T. +370 64039298

Laisves al. 13, Radviliskis, Lietuva tic@inforadviliskis.lt

GPS: 55.80499, 23.53783 visitsiauliai.lt/lankytinos-vietos/
tremimu—traukinio—vagonas/
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A bunker of the Molotov defence line is preserved next
to the gravel road between Pikteikiai and Zalsénai, in a
place that is easily accessible by car.

The Molotov defence line was a hastily constructed Soviet
fortification defence line built in 1940-1941 and stretch-
ing across the tferritory of Lithuania, Poland, Belarus, and
Ukraine, occupied and annexed by the USSR in 1939-
1940. The Molotov defence line in Lithuania was divided
into the fortifications of Teliai, Siauliai, Kaunas, and Alytus;
the entire length of the line was 328 km (from Palanga to
Kalvarija). Construction of 101 concrete bunkers started in
the Lithuanian section of the line, but none of them were
completed and fully equipped by the outbreak of the Mo'ofov Defence Line Bunker o
German-Russian War in June 1941. Although the Molotov

defence line was designed for defence against an attack

by German troops, it did not fulfil its function during the Pikteikiai, Vezaitiy sen., Klaipedos r., Lietuva

German-Russian War. GPS: 55.79794, 2143744

QSEd T T] 1 il

The "Memel-Nord"” Coastal Artillery Battery is located in
Giruliai, next to the “Olando kepure” (Dutch hat) on the
Baltic Sea coast.

The “Memel-Nord" Coastal Artillery Battery is a part of
the coastal defence system of the German Navy, built in
1939 after the annexation of the Klaipéda region to Ger-
many and the beginning of the fortification works of the
city. "Memel-Nord” is an integral part of the fortifications
of Klaipéda fortifications, consisting of two coastal arfillery
and six air defence batteries.

The fortifications of the coastal artillery battery were built in
two phases: In April and May 1939, temporary fortifications
were built for the coastal artillery battery, and at the end
of 1939, a decision was made to extend them by develop-
ing a permanent position. For this purpose, the coastal ar-

196

I ” o fillery battery was equipped with four gun emplacements,
Memel Nord COQS"G' Arh"ery equipped with 150 mm SKL-45 guns, fire control posts and
Bqﬂ'ery () an ammunition depot for 150 artillery shells. After the com-
Pasak 2 Kukuligkiu k pletion of the works, the battery was named “Brommy™.
asakos g. 2, RUKUISKIY K., ) T. +370 63020263 The battery consists of three structures, with a concrete fire
Kretingalés sen., Klaipédos r., Lietuva ) L . .
GPS: 55.77822, 21.07403 memelnord@gmail.com control point in the centre and two arfillery blocks with am-

munition depots next to it. Since 2002, an exhibition on the

history of the Klaipéda region has been opened in one of
SB[ 1] § fiiflO]lv]o]e the arilery blocks

The “Nordmolle” (North pier) air defence battery was built
in the northern part of Klaipeéda — Melnrage, on the shore
of the Baltic Sea.

The air defence battery is a part of the coastal and air
defence system of the German Navy. The construction of
the battery was started in 1939 after the annexation of the
Klaipéda region to Germany and the beginning of the mili-
tary fortification works of the city. The main function of the
battery was the air defence of Klaipéda. From 1939-1944,
the air defence battery was armed with four 88 mm SKC-
30 guns; the fortifications of the battery consisted of gun
positions, with underground passages that connected gun “Nord mo"e" Air Defence Baﬁery o
positions, and served as an ammunition depot.

The site was abandoned af the end of January 1945.

Melnrage, Klaipeda, Lietuva
GPS: 55.73461, 21.08647
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ISILIMO, STAGNACLIOS
AlS. 1953-1990

PETAGNATION AND RESTREUCTUS NG | ERESTROUCAT)

The expositions are located in downtown Panevézys. The Soviets
confiscated the house, built at the end of the 19th century for the
prominent Moigiai family of Panevézys. From 1940-1941 it housed
the headquarters of the Soviet military unit, the interrogation de-
partment of the NKGB (People’'s Commissariat for State Security)
of Panevézys District and the miilitia. From 1944 to 1953 it was the
headquarters of the Panevezys County NKGB-MOI-KGB. [t is now
the premises of the Panevézys Local Lore Museum.

The Exposition “Okupacijy gniauztuose” (“In the Squeeze of Occu-
pations”) presents the Nazi and Soviet occupations. It infroduces
the themes of the Jewish and Roma genocide, deportations and
the themes of partisan war. The part of the exhibition devoted to
the years 1953-1990 tells the story of everyday life in Khrushchevka,
the efforts of the Soviet government to create a Soviet society,
the resistance of people to this violence, and the activities of the :
underground. You can hear recordings of radio broadcasts from  * i 5

abroad, secretly listened to by the people of the time, with radio iK'/} Expositions “Okupacijy gniauztuose” (“In Squeeze

interference caused by the Soviet authorities. of Occupations”) and “Raudonasis teroras” (“Red

The exhibition “Raudonasis teroras” (“Red Terror”) is dedicated to " at th sz I
the memory of the victims who were killed in the basement of this Terror ) a e Panevezys Local Lore Museum

house, shot at the Panevezys sugar factory, as well as the history of o000
the crimes committed by the Soviet occupation regime. The hopes
of free people and the destruction thereof under Soviet rule are
allegorically depicted in time and space - the interior of the apart-
ment of the merciful Sister Zinaida Kanis-Kaneviciené at the time

of the independent Lithuania, who was tortured to death, and a 136 ﬂ w m E EZ]

T. +370 45596181
informacija@paneveziomuziejus.lt
paneveziomuziejus.lt/t/ekspozicijos

Vasario 16-0sios g. 23, Panevezys, Lietuva
GPS: 55.73008, 24.35836

replica of the interrogation room of the NKGB.

The exposition is located in an authentic place - the
premises of the Panevézys group of the Lithuanian reform
movement “Sqjudis”. The Sqgjudis of Panevézys has been
operating here since October 1988.

In 2004, an exposition on the resistance to the Soviet oc-
cupation and an exhibition dedicated to the “Sqgjudis”
were opened in the building. The exposition reveals the
extent and forms of popular resistance starting from 15
June 1940 to 11 March 1990, and introduces the most im-
portant stages and events of the anfi-Soviet movement,

Soviet Occupation and Sqjudis at the as well as Sovief repressions.

Paneveézys Local Lore Museum @ @
Respublikos g. 17, T. +370 45596181
Panevezys, Lietuva informacija@paneveziomuziejus.lt
GPS: 55.72951, 24.35955 paneveziomuziejus.lt/t/ekspozicijos
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Although the complex of barracks in Klaipéda was a military fa-
cility, foday the barracks have been converted by the University
of Klaipeda for its own use, and the former military campus pre-
serves multiple remnants of its military past.

The barracks were built in 1904-1907 under a confract between
the Magistrate of Klaipéda and the Prussian Military Administra-
fion. The finished barracks complex (architect unknown) consist-
ed of eight main (lrick) buildings, six of which have survived to
date, and a wooden auxiliary building. The two main buildings
were intended for the accommodation of soldiers. Sub-lieuten-
antfs and lieutenants used to live in the buildings along what is
now Herkaus Manto Street.

From 1907 to 1914, the barracks housed the 3rd Battalion of the
41st "von Boyen” infantry Regiment, which fought on the East-
ern Front during World War | and, in 1916, at the famous Bat-
tle of Verdun. From 1919-1920, the barracks were used by the
volunteer battalion of the 41st Infantry Regiment of the Prussian

Complex of Barracks in Klaipéda

Volunteer Corps, which was being formed at the time, as well as (now Klqipedq U nivers“’y bUildings)
one battalion of the 223rd Regiment and one battalion of the

103rd Regiment that were sent to Klaipéda. From 1920-1923, the o
barracks belonged to the 21st Infantry Riflemen Battalion of the Herkaus Manto g. 84, Klaipeda, Lietuva

French Army, from 1923-1934 — to the 7th Infantry Regiment of GPS: 55.72382, 21.12405

the Duke of Zemaitija Butigeidis of the Lithuanian Army, and from

1934-1939 — to the éth Regiment of the Duke of Pilénai Margiris.

The former military town can only be seen from the outside. 310
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“Escape bunker 1944" is located in the city centre of
Klaipeda.

It is a German Army tunnel shelter built in 1944 to help the
civilian population of Klaipeda survive the bombing and
artillery shelling of World War Il. This shelter is believed to
have been built by the Railway Administration of the Re-
ich. The bunker is made of one-metre-thick reinforced
concrete walls with an earth embankment on top.

Since 2009, the shelter has been included in the Register of
Immovable Cultural Property of the Republic of Lithuania,
and the site has been marked with a military heritage la-
bel. Long neglected, it was restored in 2016 pursuant to

a private initiafive. It is now an escape room, a room for “ESCO pe bunker 1 944" o
solving puzzles, which, consequently, prevents the shelter

from deteriorating while creating entertainment for the Priesto¢io g. 1 B, T. +370 62261289

residents. Klaipeda, Lietuva | escapebunker1944@gmail.com

GPS: 55.72079, 21.13371 escapebunker.lt
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The exposition is located in the central part of Klaipeda.
After the Soviet occupation, the repressive structures (NKGB,
KGB) in Klaipéda were located in the city buildings at 2 and
4. Néries Street. People were imprisoned, interrogated and
tortured here. Between 1945 and 1953, 8,268 people were
imprisoned in the basement cells (the so-called inner prison)
of the 4th house at S. Néries Street. The KGB used these build-
ings until the mid-1990s when it moved fo other premises.
In 1992, the building at 4 S. Néries Street housed the Klaipéda
Territorial Customs Office, and in 2014, an Exposition on Exile
and Resistance Movement was opened in the basement
of the building. Visitors can see two authentic cells and a
restored interrogation room. The exposition infroduces the
visitor to the Soviet repressive structures, the partisan war in

HH g g Western Lithuania, the procedure of deportations carried
202 EXpOSlhon on EXIIe .qnd ReSISfGnce out in Klaipéda region, and the stories of political prisoners.
Movement at the HIS‘I’OI'Y Museum The peculiar history of the Klaipéda region (compared to
. . . other regions of Lithuania) determined the fact that the
Of LIthUGnlq Mlnor ® . anti-Soviet movement also had its own peculiarities. In an
. o T. +370 46410527 improvised interrogation room, visitors are given the oppor-
S. Néries g. 4, Klaipeda, Lietuva info@mlimuziejus.lt

funity to experience the oppressive and terrifying environ-
ment that a person who'd fallen into the hands of repressive
structures had to endure.

GPS: 55.71784, 21.13470 mlimuziejus.lt/lt/muziejus/tremties-ir-
rezistencijos-ekspozicija/
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The park is located in Klaipeda between K. Donelaicio, Liepy,
Trilapio and S. Daukanto streets.

Sculpture Parkin Klaipéda is a multi-layered witness to the history
of the city and of the world. A cemetery, a park, a memorial,
a place for art - all this and more can be accommodated in
one area.

In 1944-1945, the Soviet occupiers regained their positions in
Lithuania, but Klaipéda was left without its old inhabitants. The
once new, now old, city cemetery was left neglected. Finally,
in 1977, it was disposed of, a Sculpture Park was built instead,
and the installation of artworks began.

Today, the park is known as an open-air sculpture gallery of
Lithuania’s mature modernism. 116 works created during the
Soviet period (1977-1989) are on display here. Alongside works
of art and relics of the ancient cemetery, monuments are also
displayed here:

* Memorial to the events of the 1923 Klaipeda Uprising (1925);
* Memorial to the Soviet soldiers of World War Il (1949-1980), part

of which was dismantled in 2022 after the outbreak of the war SCUlpiure Park in KICIIpedCI o000

of Russia against Ukraine;

* a memorial stone to the old inhabitants of Klaipeda - the Tarp K. Donelaicio, Liepy, Trilapio ir T. +370 46410528
Memelenders (1992). S. Daukanto gatviy, Klaipéda, Lietuva | skulpturu.parkas@mlimuziejus.lt

French prisoners of the Franco-Prussian War, German Imperial GPS: 55.71718, 21.14160
soldiers of the First World War, soldiers of Independent Lithuania,

Belgian, Polish and French prisoners of the Second World War . 310 m w .
are also honoured with commemorative signs. 9} @ .&&

mlimuziejus.lt/park/



The Memel-Sud (English: Klaipeda-South) coastal artillery
battery is located in Smiltyne — the Klaipéda part of Cu-
ronian Spit.

“Memel Sud” Coastal Artillery Battery is a part of the coastal
and air defence system of the German Navy, the construc-
fion of which was started in 1939 after the annexation of
the Klaipéda region fo Germany and the beginning of the
fortification works of the city.

The fortifications of the coastal artillery battery were built in .
two phases. In April and May 1939, temporary fortifications = = e - : =T
were built for the coastal artillery battery, and at the end of - : LR S ST N
1939, a decision was made to extend them by developing a m ” °
permanent position; however, the planned works were not Memel SUd COGS"G' Arh"ery
performed. The coastal artillery battery was equipped with Bqﬂ'ery o

four gun positions for 150 mm SKL-45 guns, and the battery

was named “Jachmann”. T - :

Nowadays, there is a path leading to the sea next to the gr;élt)ég%]lilzép;?ao(l?_é%t;va

fortifications of the battery, as well as an information stand.
\J
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The M52 "SUduvis” mine countermeasures ship-museum is
located on the Karaliskoji Danés waterfront of Klaipéda,
next fo Castle Bridge.
Itis a “Lindau” mine trawler class ship, built in 1956-1958 in
West Germany. The mission of these ships is to detect and
destroy sea mines. The hull was therefore made of Brazilian
oak, the deck of teak, and the machinery, of non-magnetic
metal.
From 1958 to 1999, the ship belonged to the German Navy
and was named M1071 “Koblenz”. From 1978-1979, it was
converted from a mine trawler to a mine hunter.
In 1999, the ship was fransferred to the Lithuanian Navy.
Navy ships are traditionally named after historical regions
“we -~ e e of Lithuania, so the received ship was also named M52
205 M52 SUdUVIS Mlne . “Suduvis”. The ship served Lithuania for 22 years, taking
Countermeasures Shlp-Museum o part in intfernational and national exercises and operations.
In 2021, the ship left the service of the Lithuanian Navy and
Lf;g?nﬁifgliz was hor_wded over to the Lithuanian Maritime Museum. Then,
= T - . M52 “SUduvis” was opened to the public and adapted for
muziejus.t/lt/laivas-muziejus-m52-suduvis -
the needs of museum and educational use. The vessel on

o¥e display has authentic operational equipment.
- BRI EEE G

The French Commissariat is located in the Old Town of
Klaipéda. After the First World War, the Treaty of Versailles
separated the Klaipéda region (Memel Gebiet or Territoire
de Memel) from Germany. In January 1920, the administration
of the district was taken over from the German representa-
five by the French-appointed administrator, Brigadier-General,
Dominique Odry, who settled at 3 Perkasy Street (now Sukiléliy
Street). Thus, from 1920-1923, the Prefecture became the seat
of the French Commissariat General and the most important
state institution in the Klaipéda region.

On 10-15 January 1923, a well-organised and successfully ex-
ecuted military operation organised by the Lithuanian govern-
ment, the army and the Riflemen Union took place, which was
known as the “Klaipeda County Uprising” for a long fime. After
that, Klaipéda was annexed to Lithuania. During the military
operation, the 2nd (Pagégiai) Battle Group of Special Task
Force, led by Mykolas Kalmantas-Bajoras, broke into and oc- French Commissqriqi‘ in
cupied the Prefecture building. High Commissioner Gabriel [

Pefisné was forced to raise the white flag and surrender. Klqlpedq ®

In cultural history, the Prefecture is associated with the victory Sukiléliy g. 8, Klaipeda, Lietuva

of the “rebels”, which was the final part of the annexation GPS: 55.70733, 21.13205

of Klaipéda. Therefore, the theatrical storming of the prefec-

fure, which is imitated by the reconstructors of war history,

is depicted when the annexation of Klaipeda to Lithuania is . . m w
commemorated. 9} 311 iug

Danés g. 5, Klaipéda, Lietuva
GPS: 55.70899, 21.12945
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The exposition is located in the central part of Klaipéda.
When the Soviets occupied Lithuaniain 1940, Klaipeda and
the region of Klaipéda were already part of the German
Reich. In January 1945, Klaipéda was captured by the Red
Army. According to the registration data of the war com-
mandant, only 28 civilians were left in the town at the time.
The new Soviet period in Klaipéda began. One repressive
regime was replaced with another.

The exposition “Sovietmecio pédsakais” (“In the Footsteps
of the Soviet Era”) aims to reflect the Soviet era and the
changes that began in the late 1990s and to help under-
stand the complex Soviet atmosphere. The exposition tells
the story of the new inhabitants, the construction of the
“socialist” Klaipeda, the Soviet ideology and propaganda
efforts, the desire o destroy everything that was national,

y.0¥4 Exposition “Sov

ietmecio bédsqkqis" (“In

folk and civic, as well as religious consciousness. Different the Foo’rsieps Of the Soviei Erq") at the
stories and themes are revealed: the interior of a Soviet-era . . . o

living room of an intelligent person illustrates the everyday HISi'OI'Y Museum Of Lithuania Minor @
life of people of that time; an improvised “red corner” and Didzioji Vandens g. 2 T +370 6_01 01_02_;2

the Soviet slogans reflect the mefhods and banality of Soviet Klaipéda, Lietuva ' info@mlimuziejus.lt P
propaganda; a computer terminal demonstrates the con- GPS: 55.70716, 21.13443 ml|m__uz|eJus.l_t/_lt/muz|eJus/mazos|os-l|etuv05-
struction of Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace Churchin istorijos-muziejus/

Klaipeda and its fate in 1957-1963, etc. . . m m . c o
HEANEDRRDE

"Muziejus 39/45", which belongs to the History Museum of
Lithuania Minor, tells the story of the Second World War
events in Klaipéda and the region. The museum is located
under arampart on the eastern side of the former Klaipéda
Castle, where German troops had set up an explosives de-
pot during the war.

The exposition of the museum is modern and engaging for
visitors: the exposition consists of four halls that present differ-
ent periods of the wartime, and 13 interactive points have
been installed in the halls. The hall “Klaipeda on the Eve of
War” displays historical documents and photos, while the
radical changes in Europe of the time are described on an
original animated map. The hall “The Storming of Klaipéda”
reflects the very fragic history of Klaipeda and ifs inhabitants,

World War Il Exposiﬁon while the second hall “Klaipéda after the War" features an

“ o o ” installation commemorating the demolished churches of
MUZlerS 39/45 ® the city. The last one — the Hall of Memories - features a sym-

Bricznilio . 2 Klainada, Lict T. +370 60101082 bolic six-metre-long carriage with a glass roof, under which
GBZ-SEISI(;Ogﬁé 2?'?;955' IBUVa | info@mlimuziejus.t multiple simple household objects that once belonged to
T o mlimuziejus.lt/lt/pilies-muziejus-muziejus-39-45/ both German soldiers and Klaipéda civilians are on display.

The glass is coated with a layer of sand, so you have to brush
310 ﬂ m m the sand off with your fingers to see the exhibits.
GEEE

Located in Simonys Forest, along road No. 1216 (a sign and
a stand have been installed). Simonys Forest was known in
the post-war Lithuanian partisan struggle as the centre of
activity of the largest partisan unit in Aukstaitija, the Algim-
antas military district. Approximately 200 partisans were op-
erating in the area in 1945, while by 1952, there were only
20-30. From 1947 to 1949, the Simonys Forest was used by the
commander of the East Lithuania (King Mindaugas) partisan
teritory, Captain Jonas Kimstas-Zalgiris, and in 1949, by the
commander who took over from him, Antanas Starkus-Monte,
as hiding places — command posts from which the partisan
movement in Aukstaitija was coordinated. The route of the

partisan battles of the Algimantas military district invites you to 209 o .

get acquainted with six partisan hideouts of the Algimantas Along the Trails of the Partisan Battles
military district, created by the partisans of the Zalioji, Sardnas H HR ictri

and Kunigaikstis Mdargiris (King Mdargiris) units, who hid and 5 Of ihe Alglmqnqu Mllliqry DlSi"Ct ®
fought here. There are two walking routes of different lengths Simoniy giria, Anyksciy r., Lietuva

(5 and 10 km) in Simonys Forest, which invite you to follow the GPS: 55.69902, 25.30313

paths of the partisans.

QSR LT[ 1] ¢ ]| Pl =
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One of the three Holocaust sites of the Jews of Seduva is
located in Pakuteniai Forest (Radlviliskis district), about eight
kilometres south-east of Seduva, on a gravel road.

In August 1941, 27 Jews were murdered here, including the
last rabbi of Seduva, Mordechai David Henkin. In two other
places, approximately 700 people were killed in Liaudiskiai
Forest.

On 25 June 1941, the Nazis occupied Seduva, and at the
beginning of July, the Jews of the town were forcibly evicted
from their homes and driven to the neighbouring village
of PavartyCiai, where a ghetto was established. On 25-26
August, a small part of the captured were shot in Pakuteniai
forest, and the rest — in Liaudiskiai Forest.

From 2014-2015, pursuant to the initiative of the Jewish Me-
morial Foundation of Seduva, the sites of these murders were
cleaned up and made accessible to visitors. The monument
“"Home of the Star of Light”, by sculptor Romas Kvintas, is
erected on the site of the murder of the Jews of the village
of Pakuteniai.

———

ARl The Site of the First and Second
Jewish Holocaust in Seduva @

T. +370 69844091
tic@inforadviliskis.lt
lostshtetl.lt/en/jewish-cemetery-and-
holocaust-sites/

- EEHILAE

Radviliskio r., Lietuva

Liaudiskiy k., Baisogalos sen., |
GPS: 55.69222, 23.66069

The exposition is located in Turmantas of Zarasai district.
During World War |, Turmantas was an important logistical point
for the German 88th Division on the Eastern Front. The World
War | exposition in Turmantas is part of the intfernational route
“Along the Trails of the First World War” and is located in the
primary school building of the town. The modern and virtual-
redlity-enhanced exposition features many unique artefacts,
replicas and photographs of World War |, as well as introduces
the combat conditions and lives of soldiers on the Eastern
Front, their weapons and ammunition, as well as uniforms and
equipment.

1210

Pakuteniy m., Baisogalos sen.,
Radviliskio r., Lietuva
GPS: 55.69332, 23.77911

Tilzés g. 21, Turmantas,
Zarasy r., Lietuva
GPS: 55.69176, 26.46681

aar—— i =T - = = =

Jewish Holocaust Site in Seduva,
Pakuteniai Village @

T. +370 69844091
tic@inforadviliskis.lt
lostshtetl.lt/en/jewish-cemetery-and-
holocaust-sites/

The sites of the First and Second Jewish Holocaust in Seduva
are located in Liaudiskiai Forest (Radviliskis district), about
10 km south of Seduva. A direction sign has been installed
next to the gravel road.

The first Jewish burial site covers an area of 375 m? and is
mostly paved and surrounded by forest. Approximately 400
people were murdered and buried there. The second burial
site is located about 500 m away. The remains of Jews are
buried in an area of 144 m2. The site is flat and most of it
is paved. Approximately 300 people were murdered and
buried there.

In 1941, the entire Jewish community of Seduva — almost 700
people —were murdered at these two sites. A month before
their deaths, they were still held in the ghetto set up in the
village of Pavartyciai. On 25 and 26 August, the inhabitants
of the ghetto were taken to Liaudiskiai Forest. The people
were taken to a dug-out pit and killed by local policemen
and hired help on the orders of the Germans. Among those
killed were 230 men, 275 women and 159 children.

From 2014-2015, pursuant to the initiative of the Jewish
Memorial Foundation of Seduva, the sites of these murders
were cleaned up and made accessible to visitors. Two stat-
ues by sculptor Romas Kvintas are erected at the sites of
the mass killings: “The Door” and “Ray — Star”.

s

World War | Exposition in
Turmantas @

T.+370 62023114

QSR ool T § ] Pl 4d] @)
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In a field near Endriejavas, it is possible to see the preserved
and unfinished Molotov Line bunker.

The Molotov defence line was a hastily constructed Soviet
fortification defence line built in 1940-1941 and stretch-
ing across the territory of Lithuania, Poland, Belarus, and
Ukraine, occupied and annexed by the USSR in 1939-1940.
The Molotov defence line in Lithuania was divided info the
fortifications of TelSiai, Siauliai, Kaunas, and Alytus; the entire
length of the line was 328 km (from Palanga to Kalvarija).
Construction of 101 concrete bunkers started in the Lithu-
anian section of the line, but none of them were completed

and fully equipped by the outbreak of the German-Russian Mo'ofov Defence Line Bunker o

Warin June 1941. Although the Molotov defence line was
designed for defence against an attack by German troops,
it did not fulfil its function during the German-Russian War.

Endriejavas, Endriejavo sen., Klaipedos r., Lietuva
GPS: 55.68766, 21.70300

--GlHIITLRA

Tilzé Forest can be reached by forest roads (there are signs
and boards).

From 1915-1918, the 88th Division of the German 8th Army
fought against the Russian Army on this section of the front.
The defence line was situated here, where three blindages
have been preserved. A blindage is a military field shelter
designed to protect soldiers from artillery, machine-gun and
rifle fire. All three blindages were built to a standard design,
with only their size differing. They were built of the strongest
construction materials — concrete and rebar — and were

Blindages of the Tilze adapted to the terrain to be as inconspicuous as possible,

Defence Line () either by being dug info the hills or by being incorporated
info a more extensive system of frenches.

1214

Tilzés miskas, Zarasy r., Lietuva
GPS: 55.66633, 26.56569

QSR T T [HHE

T. +370 62023114

The blindages are located in the village of Tilze, just next to
road No. 5303.

Two blindages of the 88th Division of the German 8th Army,
which fought against the Russian Army on this front from
1915-1918, were designed to protect the soldiers from en-
emy fire. They were made of concrete. A small amount of
reinforcement is visible in the roof structure of the shelter.
The inscriptions “88 J.D.T1.” preserved on the beams of the

! P 215
blindages (metal gutters) indicate that they were made by °
Onits of the 881h Division. Blindages of the German Army

Support Point in Tilzé Village @

Tilzés k., Turmanto sen., Zarasy r., Lietuva
GPS: 55.66028, 26.56587

QSR T 1] ¢ hll

T.+370 62023114
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The WWI German Army Blindage (command post) is lo-
cated in the village of Kimbartiské, next to road No. 5303.
From 1915-1918, the 88th Division of the German 8th Army
fought against the Russian Army on this section of the front.
A blindage (command post) was situated here. It was built
from the most durable building materials — concrete and
rebar—and has two enfrances with a small row of windows
between them. The blindage had electricity, and water was
taken from a nearby well; there were two stoves, wooden
benches and a sleeping ledge. The premises for the of-
ficers, communications offices and redressing rooms had
white walls.

This massive building is built to take advantage of the rug-
ged terrain; therefore, it is installed in a small depression. It
is an example of a passive fortification structure. Passive
structures were not designed for active defence. They were
designed to protect soldiers and ammunition from devas-
tating arfillery fire. Inside the structure, there are traces of
whitewash on the walls. The site is identified as a former
command post.

£

217 Alksnyné Defence Complex @

Alksnyneés g. 1 - 3, Neringa, Lietuva
GPS: 55.65722, 21.12444

QSEH T 1] 1 [tif] £ Jee

The site can be reached by turning off road No. 5303 and
continuing along forest roads.

From 1915-1918, this was the site of a complex of four artil-
lery battery positions of the 88th Division of the German 8th
Army, which fought against the Russian Army on this front. A
German artillery battery consisted of 2-3 fire platoons and a
fire control platoon or division. One battery had two covered
casemates for the guns, staff quarters and ammunition depof.
The casemates had to not only protect the guns, ammunition
and personnel from shelling but also from aerial reconnais-
sance. All artillery gun emplacements, the fire correction point
and the fire control section were connected by a telephone
line. A concrete fire correction point, observation and shelter
bunkers are preserved in this position.

218 German Army A

"'& ~Coty A 2 S ol £

ZlL] Wwi German Army Blindage
(Command Post) ®

Kimbartiskés k., Turmanto sen., Zarasy r.,
Lietuva
GPS: 55.65972, 26.55416

T. +370 62023114

Nl 1] [l

The anti-aircraft artillery battery was installed in Smiltyné, the
Klaipéda part of the Curonian Spit.

The air defence artillery battery is a part of the coastal and
air defence system of the German Navy. Its construction
was started in 1939 after the annexation of the Klaipéda
region fo Germany and the beginning of the military rein-
forcement works of the city. The main function of the battery
was the air defence of Klaipeda. From 1939-1944, the air
defence battery was armed with four 128 mm Flak-40 guns,
and the battery structures included gun emplacements, un-
derground rooms, a command post, an ammunition depot,
and a power generator building.

In 1945, German troops refreated and destroyed all the
equipment of the battery. Nowadays, the complex is lo-
cated within the Curonian Spit National Park.

rfillery Positions in
Kimbartiske Village @

Kimbartiskés k., Turmanto sen.,
Zarasy r., Lietuva
GPS: 55.64831, 26.53777
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In the autumn of 1948, the farm of partisan supporters A. and S.
Mikniai in the village of Minaiciai (Radlviliskis district) was chosen
as the wintering place for the Prisikélimo Military District head-
quarters. The partisans dug a small bunker under the barn to
house the staff of the district.

On 16 February 1949, the partisan commanders in Minaiciai final-
ised and published the declaration of the Lithuanian freedom
struggle “Sqjudis”. The main aim of the Declaration was to restore
Lithuania to a parliamentary republic (as it was from 1920-1926).
Eight people formally attended the meetings: Jonas Zemaitis-
Vytautas, Juozas Sibaila-Merainis, Petras Bartkus-Zadgaila, Ado-
Ifas Ramanauskas-Vanagas, Aleksandras Gribinas-Faustas, Vy-
tautas Guzas-Kardas, Leonardas Grigonis-Uzpalis, and Bronius
Liesys-Nakfis.

The bunker was also used later. A partisan pharmacist Izabele
Vilimaite-Stirna treated partisan Laurynas Mingilas-Dziugas, who

was seriously wounded in the Battle of Uzpelkiai. In 1953, the : : : H-$ P
unoccupied bunker caved in and the owners earth-filed it. Fre,ed,ovm ,Flghiers In MlnGICIGI
In 2010, the work on the restoration of the partisan bunker and (MInGICIC" Bunker-MUSeum) o
barn, as well as the construction of the monument began. The T. +370 69825197

Partizany g. 8, Minaiciy k.
Radviliskio r., Lietuva
GPS: 55.62764, 23.55284

monument, created by sculptor Jonas Jagéla, bears the names
of the partisans who signed the Declaration. An authentic, glass- inforadviliskis.lt/lankytinos-vietos/minaiciai-
roofed partisan bunker has been built in the barn, and the visitors lietuvos-istorine-sostine/

are provided an opportunity to see it from above; there is also
an exhibition in the barn. 176ﬂm@ m@

Ignalina Nuclear Power Plant is located at a distance of 6 km
from Visaginas, on the Visaginas-lgnalina road (KK177).

It is the only former nuclear power plant in the Baltic states. It
is sometimes called the “sister” of Chernobyl because both
plants have Soviet-made RBMK reactors. The first reactor (power
block) of the Ignalina Power Plant was commissioned in 1983. It
was planned to install four such reactors. After the installation of
all the units, Ignalina was to become the most powerful nuclear
power plant in the world.

The second reactor was due to be commissioned in 1986, but
the Chernobyl accident postponed the start-up. However, in
1987, it was put into operation. In 1988, based on the initiative
of the Lithuanian reform movement Sqgjudis, the “Ring of Life”
campaign was organised in front of the power plant against
the construction of Unit 3. The construction of the plant was
conserved, and it was finally stopped in 1989. After the ac-
|gnq|ina N Uclear Power Plani- . cident at Chernobyl, ’rhe sofe’ry system of RBMK-type reactors

was upgraded but their proliferation was stopped.
Ignalina Nuclear Power Plant is listed in the Guinness Book of

milrimma@gmail.com

Elektrinés g. 12/1, Draksiniai, T. +370 65817766 World Records. It became famous again in 2019 as the location
Visagino sav., Lietuva info@iae.lt for the production of HBO and Sky UK TV miniseries Chernobyl.
GPS: 55.60019, 26.56443 iae.lt/pazintines-ekskursijos/579 Decommissioning works of the nuclear power plant started in

2010. Nowadays, tours of the plant are organised and an ex-

168 ﬂ m @ m hibition hall has been set up.
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After driving past Andrioniskis Cemetery (there is a signpost),
there is a preserved hideout —a command post. From 1944—
1949, a command post of the Lithuanian partisans of the
Eastern Lithuania (King Mindaugas) region operated in this
hiding place. In the summer of 1944, Balys Zukauskas, with
brothers Pefras and Juozas Jovaisos, established the hiding
place to evade the mobilisation announced by the Red
Army in 1944, At the end of 1945, Antanas Slu¢ka-SarGnas
started to use the hiding place. He was the first one fo form
a partisan unit in the TroskGnai area and later united the
partisans of Rokiskis, Anykiciai, Kavarskas, Trosknai, and
Andrioniskis to form the SarGnas Unit. In 1947, A. Sluc¢ka-

Sardnas became the commander of the Algimantas dis- £ AP : e R o 4
trict, and in 1949 —the commander of the Eastern Lithuania N - R S P
partisan region. This means that from 1949, the hiding place 221 Eastern Lithuania (King Minda qus)
became the command post of the Lithuanian partisans in o o o f

the Eastern Lithuania region. The hiding place, which had Reglon LlihUGnldn PC"""lSOn

successfully sheltered partisans for five years, was betrayed Command Post @

on 28 October 1949. The farm where the partisans were

hiding was besieged by KGB troops; the partisans refused Butkiskio k., Andrioniskio sen., Anyksiy r., Lietuva

to surrender and blew themselves up. GPS: 5559779, 25.03154

The bunker has been preserved, and a cross and a monu-
ment to the fallen have been installed. 120 ﬂ w



The monument is located in the centre of TroskUnai, Anyksciai
district, near the Church of Holy Trinity. During the partisan
war of 1944-1953, the territory of Lithuania was divided into
nine partisan military regions. From 1947-1950, partisan units
of the Algimantas region of Lithuania, the establishment
of which is closely related to TroskGnai, were active in the
Panevézys and Anyk3Ciai area. The inhabitants of this town
organised partisan units in Aukstaitija. The first partisan com-
mander of the Algimantas region, Antanas Slucka-Sardnas,
was born and lived in TroskUnai.

In 1996, pursuant to the initiative of the Genocide and Re-
sistance Research Centre of Lithuania, a monument dedi-
cated to the partisans of the Algimantas Military District
was erected in TroskUnai. The monument was created by et s

sculptor Jonas Jagéla and architect Audroné Kiausiniené. °

The main part of the monument is a black stone gate that Mopument De.qlcaieq k?
symbolises the fallen defenders of the homeland. The bronze A|g|mq ntqs M|I|iqry DISi’I‘ICi‘
crosses on the sides of the gate symbolise the Christian faith, PdrﬁSG ns ®

while the bronze sword, like the sword of St Michael the
Archangel, symbolises the light of faith and hope. In the Trodkdny miestelio aikété, Trodkany sen., Anyk&ciy r., Lietuva
square in front of the monument, a black stone plague GPS: 55.58700, 24.86965

commemorates the three units of the Algimantas region:

Sardnas, Zalioji and Kunigaikstis Mdrgiris.
e g o o1 Tl )

The museum is located in Priekulé, on Klaipédos Street (a
signpost has been installed).

The museum is situated in the buildings of the former East
Prussian Gendarmerie Station. They were built in 1909 to
a standard design. In the post-war period, the buildings
housed repressive structures of the Soviet Union: From
1945-1950, there was a sub-division of the NKGB-MOI-KGB
of Priekulé Parish, from 1950-1953 — a division of the KGB of
Priekule district, and from 1946-1953 — the headquarters of
the Priekulé eliminators. People were interrogated and tor-
tured in the main building of the former parish administration
and its basement, detainees were imprisoned in a former
outbuilding, and the bodies of people who had been killed
were dumped in another building. The bodies were then
buried in the garden or taken fo Drukiai peat bog.

Museum of ‘I'he Hisi’ory of Freedom The museum has been located in these premises since 2006.

. o . ° 0 The main themes of the exhibition include the post-war resist-

Flghts and EXIle in P"ekUIe o0 ance struggles and deportations in this region of Klaipeda.

Klaipédos g. 29, Priekulé, T. +370 69626175 The museum also has an open-air exhibition: a deportation
Klaipedos r., Lietuva | tremties@gargzdumuziejus.lt carriage and areplica of a partisan bunker. Memorial signs
GPS: 55.55666, 21.31707 gargzdumuziejus.lt/filialas-laisves-kovu-ir- have been placed on the museum grounds: a chapel has
tremties-istorijos-muziejus-3/ been built, and wooden sculptures by folk artists and a me-

310 ﬂ m @ m @ morial at the mass grave site have been installed.

The bridge is located on kilometre 50.7 of the Radlviliskis-
Pageégiai railway and crosses the Dubysa valley. It is the long-
est (599 m) and highest (42 m) railway bridge in Lithuania.
The first wooden Lyduvénai Bridge was built by imperial Ger-
many in 1916. Due to the threat of fire, the decision was made
to rebuild the bridge, by replacing the wood with concrete
and metal structures. The bridge was opened on 17 May 1918
and was named after Field Marshal Paul von Hindenburg,
commander of the German Army.

After Lithuania regained its independence, the bridge was
intensively used for both domestic fransport and international
fransit. In 1937, three reinforced concrete fortifications were
built to protect the bridge in the event of war (one of them
remains to date).

Despite attempts fo protect the bridge (it was bombed sev-
eral times unsuccessfully), it was blown up by the retreating
Nazi German troops on 26 July 1944. The Soviet Army quickly

installed a temporary wooden bridge on new piers. In 1951, the |-YC| uvenal RCII|WCIY B"dge o000
restoration of the steel bridge on nine piers of two types began:
T. +370 61425095

dubysos.rp@saugoma.lt
saugoma.lt/lt/objektai/objektai-lyduvenu-
gelezinkelio-tiltas

that have survived since 1918. The first frain was launched over Raseiniy r., Lietuva
the restored bridge on 1 May 1952. GPS: 55.50604, 23.08693
Since the end of 2023, after the last reconstruction of the

bridge, tourist excursions have been organised along the
bridge maintenance walkway, which is installed under the rails. 196 w @ m @

six new piers were Russian-built, while three —- German-built piers Tilto g. 4, Lyduvénai, |



The museum is located in Utena, near the junction of the
Kaunas-Daugpilis (Aé) and Vilnius-Utena (A14) trunk roads.
The museum was established in 2015 at the former narrow-
gauge railway station building of Utena. The museum claims
to be a form of poetry that tacitly exposes the post-war
fruth. The exhibition "A Common European Identity in the
Context of Totalitarian Regimes” offers to explore the past of
Lithuania and Europe through the history of one Lithuanian
region. It fells the story of secret documents and the division
of Europe in 1939, the Soviet occupation of Lithuania, the
forced participation of Lithuanians in World War |l, exile,
post-war resistance and the organisation of collective farms
in the Utena region. The painful events of 1940-1965 in the

Utena region and the events in Lithuania are contrasted H
with life behind the Iron Curtain. Freedom In Utena
| T. +370 67079217

The history of the narrow-gauge railway station also has Stoties g. 39, Utena, Lietuva : . .
tragic pages. From here, in 1941 and from 1945-1953, frain OPS: 5549411 2558218 regina.zapolskiene@utenosmuziejus.lt
e L utenosmuziejus.lt/laisves-kovu-muziejus/

cars with deportees were sent fo Siberia.
-<EBRONEBMEEE

The exhibition is located 2 km from Siluté, on the left bank
of the River Sysa, in the vilage of Macikai, on the grounds
of the former manor castle.

From 1939-1944, the prisoner-of-war camp Stalag 1C Hey-
dekrug was established in Macikai, where Polish, Belgian,
French, and Russian prisoners of war were imprisoned. When
Lithuania was occupied by the Soviets for the second time
from 1944-1946, Camp No. 184 was established there to
keep German prisoners of war. From 1946 to 1948, the pris-
oner-of-war camp was fransformed into Siluté (Macikai) Di-
vision 3 of the GULAG labour camp, which operated unfil
1955. After the re-organisation, civilians not wanted by the
Soviet occupation government were placed in the camp.
The relatively small camp of the labour camp type had all
the features of the Soviet era: barracks, a solitary confine-
ment cell and a sanitary unit. It could accommodate 3,000

Macikai Cqmp Penal Cell- detainees at a time, and a third of them were Lithuanians.
M The only remaining part of the former concentration camp
useum @ buildings is the solitary confinement cell. In 1995, pursuant

Wililes @2 el T.+370 65751909, +370 44162207 fo The |n|’rlgf|ve of the $|que Association of Deportees and
N ) : : o Political Prisoners, a solitary confinement cell of a concen-
Silutés r., Lietuva info@silutesmuziejus.lt X . -

fration camp — museum was set up in the former building

GPS: 55.35678, 21.51874 ilut iejus.lt iku-L iai Lo .
Sl e e of the confinement cell of Macikai concentration camp.

It houses the Siluté Hugo Scheu Museum exhibition, which
292 ﬂ m @ @ reflects the different periods of history of the camp.

The Memorial Stone for Nida's Gliding School is located to
the south-west of Nida.

During the interwar period —in 1933, the Lithuanian mecca
of gliding, the Nida Gliding School, was founded on the
highest Sklandytojy (Gliders) Dune of Nida, just next to the
famous Parnidzio Dune. It is easy to ascend from Sklandytojy
dune, as the eastern wind created a favourable oblique
headwind on the slope of the dune. The infrastructure of
the gliding school consisted of a hangar, a canteen and
a school building. From 1933-1939, 508 glider pilots were
frained at the Nida Gliding School, including trainees from
Germany, Latvig, Estonia, Poland, Finland, France, Czecho-
slovakia, and the Netherlands.

In 1936, at the Nida Gliding School, the former Lithuanian :
military pilot Captain Jonas Pyragius set a gliding record of 22
22 hours and 36 minutes; it was the 4th best result in the world
at the time, while in 1938, Alfred Giess broke the record and

Memorial Stone for Nida’'s Gliding

spent 26 hours and 3 minutes in the air. School @
In 1978, an arch was built on the foundations of the former

hangar, marking the location of the gliding school. In 1998, Nida, Neringos sav., Lietuva

on the occasion of the 65th anniversary of the school, a GPS: 55.29364, 20.97845
memorial to Lithuanian and German gliders was unveiled.

The site of the former gliding school can be reached by

furning off the road Ieo%ing ?o Parnidzio Dune. 355 ﬂ w

44



A stylised cannon commemorating the 100th anniversary
of the Battle of Giedraiciai is located behind the town of
Giedraiciai, 200 m after turning off on road No. 172. On 21
November 2020, a monument by sculptor Dziugas Jurkinas
was unveiled on a hill at the site of the Battle of Giedraiciai,
commemorating the victory. The monument is a stylised
interpretation of the battles of the Lithuanian Army against
the Polish Army during the inter-war period. In an attempt
to move away from the description of the conflict, the
monument highlights the importance of the union of the
two countries in the context of contemporary events. The
rust-covered cannon symbolises the strong union of the re-
publics of Lithuania and Poland - two countries that fought
each other a century before. The situation of the fime is
described on the sides of the monument; the Lithuanian
and Polish Army units involved are mentioned and a brief
description of the battle is provided. The Lithuanian Armed
Forces are the initiator and the funder of the erection of
the monument.

Sl ] U R

Vilniaus g., Giedraiciai, Moléty r., Lietuva
GPS: 55.07519, 25.26015

QSE ] 7 it

Kaunas Ninth Fort Museum is located at the crossroads of ma-
jor international transport routes near Kaunas and it is easily
accessible by car.

The Ninth Fort was built from 1903-1913 as one of the forts of
the Kaunas fortress complex with the task of protecting the
strategically important Linkuva ridge. The fort was built with
the use of concrete slabs — an innovation of the time, elec-
fricity and ventilation system. The fort did not suffer damage
during the First World War. From 1924 to 1940, the Ninth Fort
was a prison for political prisoners and criminals, while from
1940 to 1941, it became an NKVD redistribution point. During
the Second World War, the Ninth Fort became the site of a
mass murder of Jews, where around 50,000 Jews from different
countries were killed by the Nazi occupation regime. In 1958,
a museum was established in the Ninth Fort fo tell the story of
Nazi crimes, and in 1984, a memorial complex was built and
a monument to the victims of Nazism was erected (authors:
Alfonsas Vincentas Ambrazionas, Gediminas Baravykas and
Vytautas Vielius). Today, the Ninth Fort Museum tells the story
of the fortress, as well as the history of crimes committed by
the Nazis and the Soviets.

229 Monument to the Soldiers Killed
for Lithuania‘s Freedom in 1920 @

gL . o
y¥1:] A Stylised Cannon Commemorating
the 100th Anniversary of the Battle
of Giedraiciai ®

Giedraiciai, Moléty r., Lietuva
GPS: 55.08692, 25.25365

QSE ] 1] ¢ Jtit

The monument is located in Giedraiciai.

On 19 June 1932, a monument dedicated to the fallen Lithuanian
freedom fighters was unveiled in Giedraiciai. The construction of
the monument was initiated by the inhabitants of Giedraiciai —
the painter and author of the monument Antanas Jarosevicius,
Pastor Meigis, Malvina Valeikiene and Matas Valeika, who sup-
ported the Lithuanian soldiers in battle, the community of Sirvintos
and the Lithuanian Army; the amount of 11,000 litas was raised for
the construction of the monument. The appeal for donations for
the monument states that it is being built *“to honour victory and
our eternal joy, which will remind us of the historical significance
of the site and pay tribute to the soldiers buried in GiedraiCiai”.
The opening ceremony was sumptuous. It was attended by the
President of the Republic of Lithuania, A. Smetona- Command-
er-in-Chief of the Lithuanian Armed Forces, representatives of the
2nd, 4th, 7th, and 9th Regiments and officers, who took partin the
Battles of Giedraiciai. Flowers were dropped at the monument
from military planes, and Malvina Valeikiene, a prominent Lithu-
anian personality and one of the organisers of the construction
works of the monument, read out the names of the Lithuanian
soldiers who died in GiedraicCiai, and she was awarded the Order
of the Cross of the Knight, 3rd Class. The flag of the local rifle-
men unit was consecrated at the monument. From 1962-1964,
pursuant to the instructions of the Soviet administration, an un-
successful attempt was made to demolish the monument, but
it was later declared a historical monument.

Kaunas Ninth Fort Museum @ ® ®

| T. +370 68626243

Zemaiciy pl. 73, Kaunas, Lietuva
GPS: 54.94391, 23.87508

info@9%fortomuziejus.lt
9fortomuziejus.lt
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The museum is located in Kaunas, close to the Raudondvaris
highway (signs have been installed). The “Spy Museum of the
KGB" section of the museum features surveillance, secret com-
munications and other equipment used by national security
authorities and secret services. It is believed to house the larg-
est collection of secret photographic equipment in Europe, for
instance, cameras embedded in a tie, a jacket button or a
pack of cigarettes. The nuclear bunker also houses the work-
places of an investigator on duty and the head of the KGB, the
photo laboratory of KGB, and an exhibition of the dentist serving
the Politburo of the Communist Party. Visitors are surrounded by
unique, authentic objects: a telephone used by Marshal Zhukov,
a one-of-a-kind radio receiver made especially for Stalin, etc.

The museum also presents military and civil protection equip-

ment. The largest collection of gas masks and closed-circuit 23"

breathing apparatus in the Balfic states, and possibly in Europe, KGB Nuclear Bunker Museum
is on display. Gas masks for children, gas masks for horses and o000

Lithuanian gas masks that have been made since 1935 can be

seen here. T. +370 61815919 (LT, RU),

Raudondvario pl. 164A, Kaunas,

The museum showcases not only Cold War equipment but also LRt - +370 67757736 (EN‘.DE]
machinery and equipment from both World Wars and other eras. GPS: 54.91365. 23.84206 |nfo@aFom|n|sbgnker|s.lt
The museum was established in 2014 in a former civil defence atominisbunkeris.lt

shelter 6-7 metres underground. The Soviet-era building be- . . . . . . ﬂ m @ . m . @ @
longed to the Aidas factory in Kaunas. 9} Y LT JRU] ENJ DE T @ @

The museum is located in the centre of Kaunas.
Vytautas the Great War Museum is a Lithuanian military museum
established during the War of Independence, and the opening
ceremony of the museum was held on 16 February 1921. Originally,
the museum was established in a wooden building constructed
during the Tsarist Russian Empire, while, on 16 February 1936, the
museum opened in its new premises, where it remains open to visi-
f "‘ tors to date. During the occupations of 1940-1941 and 1944-1956,
e | the museum was called the War History Museum, from 1956-1990
Q_ < it was called the Kaunas State History Museum, and in 1990, it
Jg;’__ﬂ_’___._ ' : T . regained the name of Vytautas the Great War Museum.
B e During the inter-war period, the museum, together with the K. M.
Ciurlionis Gallery, performed the functions of the national museum.
The exhibition of the museum tfold the story of the struggle for
independence of the people of Lithuania, and the garden was
the main venue for national holidays and important celebrations.
During the Soviet occupation, the exhibition of the War Museum
and its garden were destroyed and replaced with exhibits and
monuments glorifying the Soviet ideology.
| T +370 37321248 Today, the Vytautas the Great War Museum exhibition invites you

Vytautas the Great War Museum @ @

K. Donelaicio g. 64,
Kaunas, Lietuva
GPS: 54.89987, 23.91209

to explore Lithuanian military history: ancient and modern weap-
ons, armour and uniforms of the soldiers, awards, and an exhibition
about pilots S. Darius and S. Girenas, who crossed the Atlantic

2 s Ocean in an aircraft. The Special Warfare Equipment exhibit dis-
e ﬂ w m @ @ plays Soviet military equipment and military equipment of NATO.

vdkaromuziejus@kam.lt
vdkaromuziejus.lt

The monument is located in Vilnius, in front of the Second Palace
of the Parliament (Seimas) of the Republic of Lithuania.

In January 1991, the people of Lithuania surrounded the Par-
liament Palace with barricades, in a fight for and in defence
of their freedom. It was an attempt to protect Lithuania from
military aggression by the Soviet Union of the fime — Soviet at-
tempts to stage a coup d'état in Lithuania and restore Soviet
rule. Barricades surrounded the Parliament building until the
end of 1992.In 1993, in front of the Palace of the Seimas of the
Republic of Lithuania, a unique memorial was erected — made
of parts of the barricades and other relics — it was dedicated
o the Lithuanian people who sacrificed their lives for freedom.
On 13 January 1991, tragic events unfolded, as the Soviet Army
and special forces occupied the Lithuanian Radio and Televi-
sion Centre building and the television tower, kiling 14 freedom
fighters and injuring around 600 people. As the tenth anniversary
of the Defenders of Freedom Day was approaching, a decision
was made fo preserve the composition by creating a memorial
to 13 January. The Memorial was inaugurated in 2008.

The memorial preserves an authentic fragment of the 1991 par- Gedimino pr. 53, Vilnius, Lietuva
liamentary barricades and has a chapel with an icon to the GPS: 54.69110, 25.26123
Blessed Virgin Mary. The memorial displays objects brought by

people and provides an insight into the events that took place . . . . ﬂ m . @ .
during the defence of the independence of Lithuania. 9} LU | [RE] E Q

January 13th Memorial of the Seimas
of the Republic of Lithuania ® ®

T. +370 52396600
lankytojai@lrs.lt




MILITARY
HERITAGE

TOURING ROUTES

Routes for visiting military heritage sites have been developed. The fitle,
duration, region, historical period, theme and visit experiences of each
route in the guide have been indicated.

Full details are available at militaryheritagetourism.info/en/tours.

It includes a day-by-day itinerary, military heritage sites, and options for
accommodation and catering.

Routes or parts thereof may be merged to continue the theme of

the route beyond the borders of one country —in Latvia-Lithuania or
Lithuania-Latvia-Estonia. Route connections are suggested for each
route.

1 2 3

The Great Cross-Border Along the Baltic Way
Route — Military Heritage of |  f,om Vilnius to Riga
Latvia and Lithuania over

100 Years

Military heritage along
the Iron Curtain

page 48

4

The Sites of Battles of
Latvian and Lithuanian
National Partisans - the
Forest Brothers

page 49

7

World War | and the Wars
of Independence in
Southern Latvia

page 51

10

Scenes of Soviet
Lithuania

page 48

5

Latgale - the Eastern
Border of Latvia

page 50

8

Partisan Roads and
Trails in Aukstaitija

page 51

page 49

é

World War Il and its
Aftermath - Soviet
Occupadation in Southern
Latvia and Latgale

page 50

9

Legacy of the Cold War
and Soviet Occupation
in Zemaitija

page 52

47



1

Military heritage along the
Iron Curtain

Duration:

Region:

Route:

Historicall
periods:

5 days

Latvia: Kurzeme

Lithuania: Pajdris, Zemaitija, Aukstaitija,
DzUkija

Liepdja — Palanga - Klaipeda - Kretinga
— Salantai - Plateliai — Plungée - TelSiai —
Siauliai — Lyduvénai - Kaunas — Vilnius

@000

Connects with routes: 3; 6; 7; 9; 10

e Liepdja

DiNele]

LATVIA

- Siaulici

{Klaipeda

LITHUANIA

Vilnius

The Great Cross-Border Route
— Military Heritage of Latvia
and Lithuania over 100 Years

Duration:
Region:

Route:

Historical
periods:

6 days

Latvia: Zemgale, Latgale

Lithuania: Zemaitija, Dzdkija, Aukstaitija
Jelgava - Eleja — Joniskis — Siauliai —
Radyviliskis — Ariogala — Kaunas — Vilnius

— Molétai — Utena - Ignalina — Turmantas

— Zarasai — Medumi — Svente — Daugavpils
— Jékabpils — Plavinas — Salaspils — Riga

0]0J6]0[6[0]V)

Connects with routes: 1; 4; 5; 6; 7; 8; 10

LATVIA

< Riga

Jelgava « JEkabpils

Siauliai »

LITHUANIA

.
Kaunas O

Vilnius

The Baltic states were the westernmost fronfier of the Soviet
Union during the Soviet era and the Cold War. Behind the
frontier was what Soviet propaganda called the “rotting
West". The borders of the USSR were thoroughly guarded fo
prevent the Soviet people from seeing and experiencing
what life was like for people to the west of the border of the
USSR. Even individual fishing in the Baltic Sea was banned for
fear that people would flee in their boats across the Baltic
Sea to Sweden. This was a fime when the Baltic states were
located within the ferritory behind the so-called Iron Cur-
tain, which could only be crossed by a “chosen few”, who
were often those close to the regime. When the totalitarian
Soviet regime collapsed, so did the Iron Curtain. Although
the main theme of the route is the Second World War and
its aftermath — the Soviet occupation, the Cold War and
the Iron Curtain — it also includes sites from other military
periods of the 20th century and the present day. This is a
continuation of the route of the same name, which starts
in Tallinn, Estonia, and runs along the coast of Estonia and
Latvia: “Military heritage along the Iron Curtain. Route by car
from Tallinn to Liepdja”. This route, or parts thereof, can be
connected fo the following routes in Latvia and Lithuania:
“Scenes of Soviet Lithuania”, “Legacy of the Cold War and
Soviet Occupation in Zemaitija™, “World War | and the Wars
of Independence in Southern Latvia”, “Along the Baltic Way
from Vilnius to Riga”, “World War Il and its Aftermath — Soviet
Occupation in Southern Latvia and Latgale”.

Your experiences on the route: On the route, you will be able
to visit authentic sites — underground bunkers created as
shelters for nuclear war, museums with modern and interac-
tive exhibitions, climb aboard a real mine-hunter, see deep
nuclear missile silos where missiles targeted against Western
countries were stationed, visit a Soviet military town, learn
about spy equipment, as well as visit memorials dedicated
to the War of Independence, the Holocaust and the inde-
pendence of Lithuania.

The route connects two capital cities — Riga and Vilnius — as
well as two major cities outside the capital cifies of Lithu-
ania and Latvia — Kaunas and Daugavpils — passing through
five historical regions. On the route, you may visit the most
important military sites bearing evidence of the historical
events of the last century and the beginning of this one. This
is a continuation of “The Great Cross-Border Route — Military
Heritage of Latvia and Estonia over 100 Years”, which covers
Estonia and Latvia (Vidzeme, Kurzeme). This route, or parts
thereof, can be connected to the following routes in Latvia
and Lithuania: “Military heritage along the Iron Curtain”,
“Scenes of Soviet Lithuania”, "World War | and the Wars of
Independence in Southern Latvia”, “The Sites of Battles of
Latvian and Lithuanian National Partisans — the Forest Broth-
ers”, “World War Il and its Aftermath — Soviet Occupation in
Southern Latvia and Latgale™, “Partisan Roads and Trails in
Aukstaitija”, “Latgale — the Eastern Border of Latvia”.

Your experiences on the route: On the route, you will be able
to explore collections, museums, monuments and memo-
rials, climb the restored tower of Jelgava Holy Trinity Church,
visit the dugouts of national partisans, as well as bunkers spe-
cifically designed for nuclear threats, visit the former Ignalina
Nuclear Power Plant, climb the unique shot casting tower of
the Daugavpils Lead Shot Factory and visit one of Europe’s
most impressive military forfresses — Daugavpils Fortress.
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Along the Baltic Way from
Vilnius to Riga
Duration: 3 days

Lithuania: Aukstaitija

Region:
Latvia: Zemgale

Route: Vilnius — Moletai — Panevezys — Pasvalys —
Bauska - lecava - Riga

reioss. QOO

Connects with routes: 1; 4; 6; 7; 10

*Riga LATVIA

'Bausko
LITHUANIA  «Panevezys

Vilnius

The Sites of Battles of Latvian
and Lithuanian National
Partisans — the Forest Brothers

Duration: 3 days
Latvia: Zemgale, Sélija

Region:
Lithuania: AukStaitija

Route: JEékabpils — Akniste — Vyteliné — Obeliai —
Dusetos — Utena — Druskiai — Andrioniskis —
TroskUnai — Panevezys

Historical
periods: @

Connects with routes: 2; 3; 5; 6; 7; 8; 10

g LATVIA

« Jeékabpils

LITHUANIA

Panevezys

Vilnius

The route follows the so-called Baltic Way Corridor. The
Baltic Way took place on 23 August 1989 at around 19:00,
when two million people in the three Balfic states joined their
hands for 15 minutes to form a living chain of around 670 km
that joined the three Baltic capitals — Vilnius, Riga and Tallinn.
The route also includes some sites belonging to other periods
of the military history of the 20th century. This route, or parts
thereof, can be connected to the following routes in Latvia
and Lithuania: “Military heritage along the Iron Curtain”,
“Scenes of Soviet Lithuania”, “World War | and the Wars of
Independence in Southern Latvia”, “The Sites of Battles of
Latvian and Lithuanian National Partisans — the Forest Broth-
ers”, “World War Il and its Affermath — Soviet Occupation in
Southern Latvia and Latgale™.

Your experiences on the route: Along the route, you will be
able to explore the memorial sites dedicated to the Baltic
Way, see the Bloody Sunday Memorial, memorial sites ded-
icated to the National Partisans, and interesting museum
exhibitions.

The theme of the route focuses on national partisans, who
resisted the Soviet occupation and sought to restore the in-
dependence. Partisans were called forest brothers because
groups of partisans lived in bunkers in forests and swamps
and carried out attacks against the occupation authorities.
Partisans lived in the bunkers for a long time after the end of
the Second World War. The route includes the sites of battles,
burial and memorial sites of national partisans in south-east-
ern Latvia and north-eastern Lithuania. This route, or parts
thereof, can be connected to the following routes or parts
thereof in Latvia and Lithuania: “Along the Baltic Way from
Vilnius to Riga”, “Partisan Roads and Trails in Aukstaitija™,
“Scenes of Soviet Lithuania”, “Latgale — the Eastern Border
of Latvia”, *World War | and the Wars of Independence in
Southern Latvia”, “World War Il and its Affermath — Soviet
Occupation in Southern Latvia and Latgale”, “The Great
Cross-Border Route — Military Heritage of Latvia and Lithu-
ania over 100 Years™.

Your experiences on the route: This trip will give you the op-
portunity to see the bunkers of the national partisans, which
were usually located in hidden and poorly accessible areas,
as well as enjoy a visit experience that will allow you to ex-
perience the living conditions of the partisans.
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Latgale - the Eastern Border
of Latvia

Duration: 4 days
Region: Latvia: Latgale

Route: Daugavpils - Aglona - Rézekne - Ludza -
Lidumnieki — Karsava - Vilaka — Balvi — Preili
— Jersika — Arendole - Svente — Daugavpils

AN 06]0]0]0/0]

Connects with routes: 4; 8

Vilaka |
Livani , * Rézekne

« Daugavpils

LITHUANIA

Vilnius e
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World War Il and its Aftermath
— Soviet Occupation in
Southern Latvia and Latgale

Duration: 5 days

Latvia: Southern Kurzeme, Zemgale, S€lija,

REGRIE Latgale

Route: Liepdja — Skrunda — Saldus — Zvarde
— Ezere - Auce - Jelgava - Bauska —
Aizkraukle — Koknese — Preili — Aglona -
Rézekne - Malnava - Vilaka — Stompaki
Swamp - Balvi

S HE0[6]0,

Connects with routes: 1; 9; 10

LATVIA

Balvi
« Riga =

.L|ep010 . Jelgava Rézekng

.
Aglona

LITHUANIA

Vilnius e

Latgale is the eastern border area of Latvia, the Baltic states
and the European Union. Historically, Latgale has been at
the crossroads of various historical events and territories. It
was neither spared by the two world wars in the 20th cen-
tury, nor by the period of Soviet occupation that followed
the last war. The route offers a wide variety of military herit-
age sites, with objects from all periods of the military his-
tory of the 20th century, as well as the opportunity to learn
more about the creation and protection of national bor-
ders, both historically and in the present day. This route, or
a part thereof, can be connected to the following routes
in Lithuania: “Partisan Roads and Trails in Aukstaitija”, “The
Sites of Battles of Latvian and Lithuanian National Partisans
— the Forest Brothers”.

Your experiences on the route: The route includes private
collections and museums of all types and sizes, including the
restored Daugavpils Fortress, as well as wooden footbridges
through Stompaki Swamp, thus exploring the areas of na-
fional partisan baftles on site and expanding knowledge
about the Border Guard. The Daugavpils Lead Shot Factory
is a unique site in Europe and even worldwide, where visitors
can learn about the pellet production process.

The route runs through the southern part of Latvia along
the Lithuanian border, and then turns along the border of
the European Union — through Latgale towards Balvi. It con-
nects the two most distant points of Latvia — Liepdja in the
south-west of Latvia and Balvi in the north-east of the coun-
fry, presenting evidence of the Second World War both in
the Kurzeme Pocket, and in eastern Latvia. The route also
reveals the consequences of the war — the Soviet occupa-
fion and its heavy impact on the fate of the people of the
20th century. This route, or a part thereof, can be connected
to the following routes in Lithuania: “Legacy of the Cold
War and Soviet Occupation in Zemaitija”, or “The Scenes
of Soviet Lithuania”, or “The Military heritage along the Iron
Curtain™.

Your experiences on the route: The route offers a wide va-
riety of sites — museums, private collections, monuments,
and memorial sites. You will be able to step info the shoes
of a prisoner at the Karosta Military Port of Liepaja, board
the train carriage that deported Latvians to Siberia, visit the
Soviet Air Force farget polygon in Zvarde, bunkers and bat-
tle sites of the national partisans, and memorials dedicated
fo the memory of the Holocaust and other victims of war.
You will have the opportunity to see the place that Adolf
Hitler visited during World War |l.
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World War | and the Wars of
Independence in Southern

Latvia

Duration:
Region:

Route:

Historical
periods:

5 days

Latvia: Southern Kurzeme, Zemgale, Sélija,
Latgale

Liepdja — Skrunda — Saldus - Lielauce

— Dobele — Christmas Battle Museum

— Valgunde - Jelgava - Eleja — Bauska —
Jaunjelgava - Jekabpils — Viesite — Svente
— Medumi - Daugavpils

0]©)

Connects with routes: 1; 9; 10

8

LATVIA
* Riga
.Jelgava Jékabpils

Daugavpils

Partisan Roads and Trails in
Aukstaitija

Duration:
Region:
Route:

Historical
periods:

3 days

Lithuania: Aukstaitija

Utena — Visétiskés — Andrioniskis — TroskGnai
— Panevézys — Smiltyné — Vyteliné — Rokiskis
— Obeliai — Antazave - Zarasai

0601V

Connects with routes: 5; 6; 7

Panevezys *
LITHUANIA

Vilnius e

«Utena

The route passes through the southern part of Latvia, ap-
proaching the Lithuanian border, and stretches from the
extreme west — Liepdja — to the south-east — Daugavpils, the
second largest city in Latvia. The route is themed around
World War | and the subsequent Latvian War of Independ-
ence. This route, or a part thereof, can be connected to the
following routes in Lithuania: “Legacy of the Cold War and
Soviet Occupation in Zemaitija”, or “The Scenes of Soviet
Lithuania”, or “The Military heritage along the Iron Curtain”.

Your experiences on the route: On the route, you will have
the opportunity to embrace the unique military town of Ka-
rosta (Military Port of Liepaja) with its multiple former military
objects, "experience” Karosta Prison, visit the coastal de-
fence batteries and battle sites of the legendary Colonel
Oskars Kalpaks and his battalion during the Latvian War of
Independence, walk through the sites of the Christmas Bat-
fle described by A. Grins in his novel Dvéselu Putenis (Blizzard
of Souls), climb the LoZmetéjkalns observation tower, drive
through the Sélija region and learn about the narrow-gauge
railway network built by the German Army, as well as experi-
ence the everyday life of a soldier in the First World War.

The route infroduces the activities of national partisans in
Lithuania. During the Soviet occupation, a partisan war was
fought, during which the territory of Lithuania was divided
into nine partisan regions. The Lithuanian national partisans
were well organised and armed, wearing military uniforms
and carrying on the traditions of the inter-war Lithuanian
Army. They fought with murderous NKVD (Soviet secret po-
lice) and Red Army units, and prepared plans for attacks.
Hiding from persecution and prying eyes, Lithuanian par-
fisans built bunkers for themselves in the thickets of forests
and swamps. The route also includes some sites belonging
to other periods of the military history of the 20th century.
This route, or a part thereof, can be connected to the fol-
lowing routes in Latvia: “Latgale - the Eastern Border of Lat-
via”, “World War Il and its Aftermath — Soviet Occupationin
Southern Latvia and Latgale”, “World War | and the Wars of
Independence in Southern Latvia”.

Your experiences on the route: Along the route, you will
have the opportunity to visit history museums and exhibi-
tions, see evidence of resistance to the Soviet occupation
regime, authentically restored parfisan bunkers, battle sites
and monuments.

Sl
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Legacy of the Cold War
and Soviet Occupation in
Zemaitija

Duration: 3 days

Region: Lithuania: Pajdris, Zemaitija

Route: Priekulé - Klaipéda - Palanga — Kretinga —
Salantai - Plateliai — Plunge - TelSiai

N O]0]0]0)

Connects with routes: 6; 7

.Klaipeda Telsiai

“Priekule | ITHUANIA

Vilnius

10

Scenes of Soviet Lithuania

Duration: 5 days

. Lithuania: Pajdris, Zemaitija, Aukstaitija,

Region: _
DzUkija

Route: Klaipéda - Kretinga - Salantai — Plateliai
— TelSiai — Siauliai — Radviliskis — Paneveézys —
Stanioniai - Likpetriai — Kaunas — Vilnius

reios. . DOOO

Connects with routes: 6; 7

DiNele]
LATVIA

o Siauliai

LITHUANIA

Klaipéda

0
Kaunas O
Vilnius

This route explores the legacy of the Soviet rule and the Cold
War. During the Second World War, after the German oc-
cupation, Soviet power returned to Lithuania for the second
fime. Lithuania did not exist as a separate country during this
period, as it was incorporated info the USSR. Resistance to
the occupation regime and large-scale deportatfion opera-
fions by the Soviets began. As the Cold War arms race in-
fensified, the Soviet government also stationed their nuclear
weapons in Lithuania. The route also includes some sites
belonging to other periods of the military history of the 20th
century. This route, or a part thereof, can be connected to
the following routes in Latvia: “World War Il and its Affermath
—Soviet Occupation in Southern Latvia and Latgale”, “World
War | and the Wars of Independence in Southern Latvia™.

Your experiences on the route: The route will enable you
fo visit historical museums and exhibitions, a sculpture park,
see nuclear missile silos where missiles aiming at Western
countries were stationed, visit a Soviet-era military camp,
see espionage equipment, and view memorials to the War
of Independence and the independence of Lithuania.

The route enables the traveller to understand the extent of
the Soviet occupation and the traces it left in Lithuanian
history, while revealing the ability of people to preserve their
identity and fight forindependence. The Soviet occupation
of Lithuania lasted for about five decades. World War Il was
followed by Soviet repressions, resistance by national parti-
sans, the militarisation of Lithuania during the Cold War and
the regaining of independence by Lithuania. Lithuania was
also strategically important to the USSR due to its proximity
to Western countries, which is why military installations were
deployed there. The route also includes some sites belong-
ing to other periods of the military history of the 20th cen-
tury. This route, or a part thereof, can be connected to the
following routes in Latvia: “World War Il and its Affermath —
Soviet Occupation in Southern Latvia and Latgale”, “*World
War | and the Wars of Independence in Southern Latvia™.

Your experiences on the route: On the route, you will have
the opportunity to visit history museums and exhibitions there-
of, a sculpture park, see the silos of nuclear missiles aimed at
Western countries, visit a Soviet military camp, learn about
the repressions and deportations effected by the Soviet
power, resistance to the Soviet occupation regime, as well
as the bunkers of national partisans.



MILITARY HERITAGE

MUSEUMS

private collections, public exhibitions,
museums

P

MILITARY EQUIPMENT

bombers, canons, planes, ships, tanks,
frains, wagons, weapons, other military
equipment

|

MILITARY TOWNS

residential areas for officers and other
army staff next fo military bases

TOURISM SITES

S R

FORTIFICATIONS

coastal batteries, fortresses, pillooxes,
battle trenches

BUNKERS

partisan bunkers built for living in a forest

INFRASTRUCTURE

lighthouses, piers, railway stations,
barracks, airfields, communication
facilities, bridges, old hospitals, border
points, water towers, fire control
towers, observation towers

-

TRAILS

local trails connecting military heritage
sites

BATTLE SITES

local and larger scale battle territories,
places of fights, areas of contention,
hostile oppositions, front lines

MEMORIAL SITES
cemeteries, monuments, graveyards,

commemorative plates, sculptures,
parks, memorial sites

www.militaryheritagetourism.info

Extending the Baltic military heritage tourism product in Lithuania and South Latvia
(Military Heritage I, project number LL-00052) 01.01.2024 - 31.03.2026

The aim of the project “Military Heritage I is to increase the role of military heritage tourism in economic development
by expanding the Baltic military heritage tourism product in Lithuania and South Latvia. Aware of the shared history
of the Balltic states, the project partners aim to extend the territorial coverage of the Baltic military heritage tourism
offer by including sites from South Latvia and Lithuania, thus revealing a comprehensive historical narrative.

HIlCIIrcy

Latvia - Lithuania

This publication has been produced as part of the project
“Extending the Baltic military heritage tourism product in

Co-funded by
the European Union

Lithuania and South Latvia”, which is co-funded by the
European Union under the Interreg VI-A Latvia-Lithuania
Programme 2021-2027. Its contents are the sole responsibility

of Latvian Country Tourism Association “Lauku celotdjs”,
Zemgale planning region, Lithuanian countryside tourism
association, Zemaitija National Park directorate, and
Latgale region Tourism association and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the European Union.



MILITARY On the Military Heritage website
HERITAGE www.militaryheritagetourism.info:

More than 1,030 military sites - bunkers, military equipment sites,
battle sites, memorial sites, museums, trails, military fowns,
infrastructure sites, and fortifications;

* The 7 large timeline sections are divided into 270 smaller timeline sections;
» 174 descriptions of military history topics;

* 417 military heritage tourism stories (stories, personal memories and testi-
monies about military heritage sites and the history thereof);

* 26 military heritage touring routes (descriptions of a total of 112 days);

* There are almost 6,000 links between sites, topics, timelines, and stories;

* 116 user comments;

* Around 50 sites offering more than 100 tourism and educational programs;
* 1,358 places with GPS coordinates (objects, stories, topics, etc.).

www.militaryheritagetourism.info

ﬂ @militaryheritagetourism
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